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One of the Largest Catechetical Classes in the Reformed Church 
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MEMBERS OF THE CONSISTORY IN THE BACKGROUND 


Rev. H. Nevin Kerst, Pastor 


g 
a 
©) 
a 
S 
a 
4 
1S) 
> 
‘s 
1”) 
al 
a 
iM 
3 
A 
©) 
3 
o 
E 
- 
6 
lel 
e 
% 
© 
= 
& 
e 
a 
- 
12) 
A 
2 
ise} 
Pad 
a 
© 
= 
.) 
hy 
be 
s 
wl 
eo 
r-) 
aad 


May 29, 1919. REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER | 3 


VOL. LXXXVIII., No. 22 PHILADELPHIA, PA., MAY 22, 1919 Whole Number 4092 


3 - 
Keso rmed Cl lurch The Publication and Sunday School 
oard o e Reformed Church in the 
Published every Thursday at en United States, The Rev. C. Clever, D. D., 
Fifteenth and Race Streets, essen ee The Rev. C, F. Kriete, D. D., 
Phil ’ wen ’ ce-Pres.; N. M. Balliet. Esq.. Record- 
adelphia, Pa ge ~~ ing Sec’y; Prof. C. O. Althouse, Treas- 


urer; The Rev. Rufus W. Miller, D. D., 
Executive Secretary. 


(FOUNDED 1827) 


SUBSCRIPTIONS: Per year in advance, $2.00; Single Copy, 5 cents. In accordance with the almost universal wish of our subscribers, papers 
are sent until there is a specific order for discontinuance. Remittances are acknowledged by change of date following the subscriber’s name on 
the wrapper; but receipts will be returned by letter when a stamp is enclosed for that purpose. All mail should be addressed to Reformed 
Church Building, loth and Race Streets, Philadelphia, Pa.; articles for publication in care of the Editor; Subscriptions and other business 
eorrespondence in care or the Business Department, Reformed Church Messenger. Checks in payment of subscriptions should be made payable 
to the REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER. 


The Rey. Pau S. Lernzacu, D. D., Editor-in-Chief Departmental Editors 
The Rev. A. S. Bromer, Associate Editor and Supt. of Publications The Rey. THro. F. Herman, D. D. 
The Rev. C. J. Musser, D. D., Editor Emeritus The Rev. CHartes E. ScHarrrer, D. D. 
Grorce W. Warner, Circulation Manager Pror. H. W. Etson 
E. J. Daniman, Field Representative Miss L. M. Harris 


The MESSENGER welcomes all news of the Reformed Church and all ideas and su i isti i 
ggestions helpful to Christian life and service, from 
“Reade sis Aca Clerks of Classes, members of Consistories, officers of Church Societies or other responsible contributors. The signature of 
rs er is required in all cases. The MESSENGER does not assume responsibility for the views expressed in contributed articles. 
- ERTISING RATE: Ten cents per Agate Line each Insertion. $1.40 per Inch each Insertion. (Fourteen lines to an inch.) Special 
Apipoets set solid, double the price of display per counted line. Reading Notices, leaded, three times the price of display per counted line, 
dress all communications about ,idvertising to THE RELIGIOUS PRESS ASSOCIATION, 800-3 Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia,@ Pa, 
Entered at the Postoffice at‘ Philadelphia, Pa. as second-class matter, January 13th, 1902. : 


Acceptance for mailing at the special rate of postage provided in Section 1108, Act of October 8, 1917, authorized en July 11, 1918 


The Challenge of the Forward Movement to the 
Sunday Schools 


NE of the world’s master minds has said that there is not an existing institution in the world of 
civilized humanity which cannot be profoundly modified or altered or abolished in a single genera- 
ation by wisely implanting the seeds of change in the mind of youth. 


If we are to have a generation of Reformed Church people whose normal interests and sympathies 
will be world-wide, we must begin with our boys and girls and teach them the full meaning of world- 


brotherhood. 


This is the challenge of the Forward Movement to the Sunday School. It furnishes the most hope- 
’ ful opportunity of years to bring our youth face to face with the greatest responsibility that confronts 
the Christian Church. 

_ Our supreme interest should be to make ready our boys and girls for the new era. The children 
are America’s greatest asset as it enters upon the new era of unselfish service. Humanly speaking, the 
Sunday Schools are the roots of the Church; the young life, the sap feeding the plant. A plant may 
die above ground, and yet, having sturdy roots, survives; but the plant that dies at the roots is dead 
for all time. As we mold the Sunday School today, we fashion the Church of tomorrow. The character 
of the Church for the coming quarter-century—whether it is to be missionary and progressive or parochial 
and stagnant—depends on the character we give our Sunday Schools today. j 


- To cultivate and to conserve the power of our boys and girls, and to prepare them for their high 
responsibility, it is essential to lead them to know and follow Jesus Christ.. 


The agencies at work are the Home, School, Church with Sunday School, etc., and Community. 


The Public School, while a most important character-forming agency, is not responsible for teaching 
Religion. The Community forces—play, amusements, recreation—unless wisely directed, may be destruc- 
tive in their influence rather than helpful. 

> ~The Home, while central in every way, has frequently failed in its highest function as a definite 
teacher of religion. 

The Church, with its catechetical system, its school of religious instruction and mid-week organiza- 
tions for training, as the one agency devoted entirely to the teaching of religion, must, therefore, not 

only help the Home, inspire the School, and co-operate with Community forces, but also must undertake 
in a much more thorough-going way, the task of giving adequate religious and missionary instruction, 
worship and training for all. ; 

The unfinished task since the great World War is “to make democracy safe for the world.” Two 
things are essential. ‘Its citizens must be intelligent and thus able to think rightly on all the problems 
with which it has to deal. They must also be Christian and thus be able to choose and act rightly—‘dd 
justly, love mercy and walk humbly with God.” The first of these, the State, is responsible for doing 
through its splendid system of Public Schools. Its aim is that not one child shall grow up in ignorance. 
The second, the Church is responsible for doing in such a way that none shall be deprived of the moral 
and religious training which is the birthright of every child. 

The Forward Movement plans include a systematic campaign of definite prayer, service and giving. 
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The challenge must come to every Sunday School to teach and train the young especially in the pur- 
pose of prayer, the practice of prayer for others and in the departments of the school prayers in unison, 
the writing of prayers, the study of worthy models of prayers and the proper objects of prayer. . 


The keyword of the next generation is to be “Service.” Our youth must learn it today. 


A religion of doing will mightily attract youthful minds. 


Activity in terms of service is both the end and the means to the end. 
Youth is the strategic turning point. 


This training in activities must be adapted to every age and department of the Sunday School and 
relate itself to the Home, the Church, the Community and the larger world. 


And the challenge comes to a better training in giving. 


One day, many years ago, a boy in a little New England village dropped several pennies into a mis- 
sionary contribution box, though the act meant that he went without his lunch that day. His mother 
had given him the pennies as he left home in the morning and had suggested that he place one or two 
in the contribution box. As he drew near the box he decided on two pennies for missions. 
pennies for missions and five for himself? That would not do, he thought. 
division was a serious one, surely. 
all seven pennies. 


We were not surprised to find that Cyrus Hamlin, for he was the New England lad, later gave his 
life to missions and became the founder of Robert College in Turkey. He had learned the lesson which 
we all must master, that what we call our own, we really hold in trust. The pennies were his Bie in 
trust from God and in giving them he was simply rendering an account. : 


The problem of honorable 


The urgent need is to widen that spirit of stewardship. Religious leaders of youth everywhere are 
recognizing the call for training in giving. Certain it is that this is a question which comes peculiarly 
within the Sunday School’s sphere of activity. For where, outside of the homes, will our boys and girls 
receive training in benevolence if not in the agency maintained by the Church for their instruction? 


A speaker at the Edinburgh World Missionary Conference said: 
twenty-five years of sane, systematic missionary instruction in our Sunday Schools will multiply by 
millions the money poured into the treasuries of our missionary boards and increase ten-fold the number 
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But, two | 


It proved too difficult for the boy and, in the end, the box received 


“Tt is my candid judgment that 


tries.” 


ties where our Reformed Churches are found. 


The Board has its definite plans. 
they go forward.” 


EDITORIAL 


THE REAL FORWARD MOVEMENT 


The Canadian Presbyterian Church uses the name For- 
ward Movement as we do in the Reformed Church. It 
was a profound and far-reaching word which was spoken 
by one of their leaders: “The real Forward Movement 
is to be through the religious education of the young.” 

It is a word which every parent and minister and Sun- 
day School teacher should deeply ponder. 

R. W. M. 


* OK * 


THE FOUNDATIONS OF NATIONAL LOYALTY 


A great statesman has declared that “the foundations 
of National loyalty are laid in the homes of the people.” 

No truer word was ever spoken. 

As is the home, so will be the children; and as the 
children, so, soon, will be the men and women, and as the 
men and women, so will be the spirit of the nation. 

America’s past has been what it has been, because of 
America’s home life. 


America’s future depends, not so much on agriculture 


or manufacturing, or mining or the development of its 


forests or on trade, but on the atmosphere of its homes— _ ye; 
the teaching at the mother’s knee, the bed-time Bible stor- _ 


of missionaries who are carrying the Gospel to those who need it in the home-land and in foreign coun- i 


The Educational Department of the Publication and Sunday School Board ade its plea and state- 
ment of plans to the General Synod by which to aid the homes, the Sunday Schools and the communi-_ 


If the work of the Forward Movement is to be lasting and most potent in the Ghuite of tomorrow. 3 
then the urgent request of the General Synod for $20,000 on Children’s Day should be heeded. 
Larger gifts and bequests should be given for the general Sunday School work. 
Will the Church respond? 


“Speak to the children of Israel that < 


4 ma 
ies, ite talk at the supper- able the example in word 
act of fathers and mothers and the older members o 
household. The right sort of homes means the ri; 
of nation. The Sunday School Board has the home 
first aim in its religious educational plans. 


R.1 
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ADULT CONVERSIONS AND CHILD! 
TRAINING 


A good many tests have shown that the Great 
of adult conversions in evangelistic meetings and 
missions are rooted back in the impressions and inf 
of childhood. Horace Bushnell long ago pointe 
multitudes of conversions consist in the crystall 
childhood disposition and tendencies. It wou 
in the process of conversion, the early religiou 
impressions lying dormant, come to the sur: 
come the overmastering motives. Met ic 

The Holy Spirit makes cénitece ith 
a page pit none me les 
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to the children. How greatly should the work of “the 
Board that cares for the children” be enlarged. 


R. W. M. 


* Ok OK 


UTILIZING THE SPIRIT BACK OF THE WAR 


For nearly five years the thing first looked for in the 
daily paper has been the war news. The talk of the 
table, or when neighbor met neighbor, has been the prog- 
ress of the war. In public school, from the pulpit and 
in the Sunday School class, the children have constantly 
heard about the war and the triumphs and suffering of the 
soldiers, many of whom are the fathers and older brothers 
of these children. 

Such has been the atmosphere which the young have 
breathed during these years. It has become part of their 
very being and will stay with them throughout all their 
lives. 

Now that the war is over, parents and teachers and 
ministers may well keep this in mind, and fashion their 
instruction and training accordingly. 

Out of the misery and tragedy of the war, surely these 
two things will remain as an abiding memory and inspir- 
ing spirit; first, the splendid heroism of our men; second, 
their splendid sacrifice for country and for the freedom 
of the world. What a wonderful opportunity to bring 
up the present generation of children as true patriots and 
unselfish, self-denying workers in making a better coun- 
try and a better world. 


R. W. M. 
* x O* | 


REMEMBERED BY A STAR 


The service flag hangs in our Churches, and more than 
one blue star has turned to gold for the young soldier 
who made the supreme sacrifice. 

In many a memorial service the choir has sung: 


“The golden evening brightens in the West: 
Soon, soon to faithful warriors cometh rest, 
Sweet is the calm of Paradise the blest. 

Alleluia.” 


Is there not a message of the star to the thirty thou- 
sand faithful Sunday School teachers in our Reformed 
Church? Theirs is a labor of love. It often means self- 
sacrifice and no little time. The teacher’s work is some- 
times not appreciated and not often commended. 

But out of the blue of Heaven comes the divine word: 


“And the teachers that turn many to righteousness shall 


shine as the stars forever and ever.” 
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To a noble soldier of the Cross there came as in a 


vision when he was utterly abashed and discouraged, those 


inspired words, and then as a little child learns his lesson, 
he said: “To him that overcometh will I give the morn- 
ing star.’”’ His eyes were no longer turned to the service 
flag but seemed to rest on a Face beloved. A glory that 
shone not on land or sea was in his eyes. “Remembered 
by a star—the Morning Star,” he said softly. 

May God grant such a vision to our teachers and such 
a heart’s desire. 

R. W. M. 
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THE CHILD’S GIFT TO LIFE 


Our Lord teaches that we must become as little children 
to enter the Kingdom of Heaven. As adults we discover 
that children are themselves the best of all human teach- 
ers in the art of childhood. So Froebel the founder of 
the kindergarten thought. ‘My teachers,” he said, “are 
the children themselves, with all their purity, their inno- 
cence, their unconsciousness, and their irresistible claims; 
and I follow them like a faithful, trustful scholar.” 

“Come, let us live with our children,” he often cried, 
“so shall their lives bring peace and joy to us; so shall 
we begin to be and to become wise.” 

We can hardly exaggerate—certainly most of us but 
poorly appreciate—the child’s gift to our life, in keeping 
us in the freshness and joy and trust of childhood. Sad- 
ness of heart, weariness of thought disappear when we 
play with a four or five-year old. 

William Canton stresses the service of the little child 
in inspiring motive against the evil in us, when he sings 
to his little daughter : 


“God’s angels, dear, have six great wings, 
Of silver and of gold; 

Two round their heads, two round their hearts, 
Two round their feet they fold. 


The angel of a man I know 
Has just two hands—so small; 
But they’re more strong than six gold wings 
To keep him from a fall.” 


The child renders us a still deeper service. It wins us 
unconsciously into his own spirit of teachableness, trust- 
fulness, humility and love. 


“We need love’s tender lessons.taught 
As only weakness can; 

God hath his small interpreters, 
The child must teach the man.” 


R. W. M. 


THE EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOL BOARD 


The significance of the Educational Department of the 
Sunday School Board is found in the responsibility of 
the local Sunday School. In its broadest sense the edu- 
cational work of the Church is done in the home, the 
community, the school and the congregation. Every re- 
lation of life has educational value. But the burden of 


ay specific instruction in the Bible and of cultivating the 


pirit of co-operation in the youth in Christian activity 
ests more and more upon the Sunday School. 


REV. GEORGE W. RICHARDS, D. D. 


To perform effective work a Sunday School, like a 
congregation, must not live unto itself, but must be in 
fellowship with the other Sunday Schools of the denom- 
ination. There is a general work in which each local 
school has part and by which it is upheld. This work 
can be effectively done only by a Sunday School Board 
which has for its aim the supervision and direction of 
work common to all the schools. This supervision ought 
not in the least to interfere with the freedom of congrega- 
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tional or Sunday School officers; but on the contrary 
should be an aid and inspiration for the highest form 
of local activity. Work of a general nature, devolving 
on the Sunday School Board is the selection of appro- 
priate lessons for each Sunday in the year, the prepara- 
tion of lesson helps, the publication of Sunday School 
hymnals, the issuing of programs for festivals and anni- 
versaries, the circulation of books and manuals for the 
guidance of officers and teachers, plans for the grading 
of the school, and the conduct of teachers’ training courses. 
All this belongs to the Educational Department of the 
Sunday School Board. And in all these .matters the 
Church ought to demand nothing less than the best. Here 
is a task which may well occupy the time and energy 
of more than one man, however brilliant and energetic 
he may be. In fact it can be satisfactorily performed 
only by the united efforts of experts in various branches 
of biblical and pedagogical study. 

In the last twenty years the Reformed Church has made 
gratifying progress in the educational literature of its 
Sunday School. Its lesson helps, hymnals, festival pro- 


NEGLECTED BRANCHES OF STUDY IN RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 


REV. 


When the history of the Church of the past hundred 
years is finally written, one of the surprises will be our 
neglect of the religious education of the young. Future 
generations will be surprised that so many branches of 
this subject were entirely omitted from our teaching. The 
time is past to repeat the familiar reasons why. Now 
that there is hope for a remedy, it is for us to consider 
ways and means leading to improvement. - 

Hitherto we have confined ourselves to Bible teaching 
as such, with a short period of instruction in the Cate- 
chism by the pastor. Since only thirty minutes a week 
have been allotted to religious instruction, we no doubt 
acted very wisely, since such Bible instruction is of chief 
and fundamental importance. 


As long, however, as the individual phase of Chris- - 


tianity was emphasized and life was relatively simple, 
perhaps this kind of instruction answered the purpose, 
but with the complex structure of modern society the 
enlargement of the Church program, the day is here when 
we must help our scholars in adapting our teachings of 
the Bible to our modern need. In order to do so we must 
increase the subjects taught. 


Somebody recently said, “a good dose of Church his- 
tory is all that is needed to cure any man of the many 
false ‘ism’s’ of the day. It is needed to impress upon 
our boys and girls the fact that God really is in the world 
and always has been. Many children hold the point of 
view of the boy who, when a certain Bible fact was being 
discussed, asked, ‘“‘was that when Heaven was a going?” 
A knowledge of Church history will make religion a re- 
ality for many for whom it is still chiefly something to 
know and to believe. 


Missions is beginning to make its way into the Sunday 
School, but if doctors knew no more of medicine, lawyers 
of law, than our scholars acquire in three or four times 
the number of years spent in the Sunday School, they 
would never receive a diploma. No wonder that our 
adult membership has so hard a time of it to understand 
why they should support this cause! And even now the 
support is beyond the measure of understanding, and flows 
from conscientious prompting rather than intelligent 
knowledge. 

The iniportance of this subject is such that in some 
way and at some time during the week, provision must 
be made for teaching missions in the most definite, con- 


crete graded fashion, so that this fundamentally impor- 


tant Christian responsibility. may make an intelligent ap- 


CONRAD A. 


as it affects the ‘Sunday School. » 


ciple, the root and 


peal to the means and service of our boys. and vl no * 
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grams, teachers’ training courses are not beyond criticism, ‘ 
but they compare favorably with those of other denomina- ite 
tions, and are at the same time the promise of future J % 
progress. We shall be satisfied with nothing less than it 


continued progress, though perfection may always be be- 
yond our reach. 

We want the men who have charge of our general 
Sunday School work to study thoroughly the problem of | 
religious education, to be conversant with the best re- 
sults of biblical scholarship, to select lessons which are 
adapted to the different grades in the school, to aid in 
the training of teachers, and to prepare forms of worship, 
simple, dignified, child-like, which will train the child 
for the sanctuary and fill his mind and heart with the 
choice hymns and prayers of the ages. More than this 
the Sunday School Board cannot do, but having done this — 
it has rendered invaluable aid to the congregation for the — 
training of the youth in the nurture and admonition of — 
the Lord. The final test of the Sunday School Bosra oa 
will not be its material resources, but the quality of its 
educational work. 
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less than their prayers. 
a habit later in life, rather than a matter to opp 
shun, on the part of mature Christians. 


Likewise we might speak of the subject of soca s 
which is nothing more than a definite application of | 
teaching to modern life. So also the matter of wor 
and cultus and the entire modern program of Chri 
denominational and interdenominational. Even 
matter of Bible teaching as such, we have but touche 
hem of this holy garment. T he so-called supplemen: 
lessons, such as Bible geography, structure of the ibl 
and history of its origin, etc., inaugurated an in 
step in this direction but lack of appropriate hel 
this endeavor little more than useless. - 


such a program of education, unless we defeat 
purpose of the Sunday School, which is to teach 
damentals of the wee of God. Since, howeve 


clude all of these kindred ston in an erect 
tional fashion, and to prepare text books, in grad 
with helps for the teachers, as is now done through 
graded Bible lessons. We will have to search out a 
prepare teachers for the work and create public of 
in favor of so striking an innovation. 
will have to pray and have the finest possible co 
of the entire Church. And of course we must 
means necessary. For such a task as this whic 
the Publication and Sunday School Board in th ce, t 
offerings of yesterday are woefully inadequate. The 
000 asked this year by General Synod on Chil 
a good start; but we must get ready for 
contributions for this purpose, if we are to m 
of the hour and hold our place with sister dene 
ir educational progress. 
This constitutes one phase of the F ere 


te meet it, we must. train the aiten’ now 
the ‘Church and world s service! isan ae 
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TWENTY-THOUSAND DOLLARS ON CHILDREN’S DAY 


REV. E. R. WILLIARD, D. D. 


It is freely conceded that the chief purpose of Children’s 
Day services is educational and inspirational. The chil- 
dren are to be made to realize more truly that they are 
a part of the Church; they are to get the vision of the 
larger work outlined for the Church in these next few 
years of peculiar spiritual opportunity ; and the young life 
of the Church is to be stirred with holy zeal for the ac- 
complishment of the noblest and best things to be achieved. 

But, there is a peculiar importance about this year’s 
Children’s Day in our Reformed Sunday Schools. In 
many schools a unique feature of the service will be the 
cordial public greeting of all returned soldiers and sailors, 
who were former members of the school. We are heartily 
glad that this recognition service has a special place on 
the program sent out by General Synods’ S. S. Board. 

The challenge for big offerings this year is the largest 
ever put up to the Reformed Church in the United 
States. But, it is not beyond our ability to accept and 
fulfill this splendid challenge. The General Synod at Al- 
toona, in March, unanimously challenged our Churches 
a Sunday Schools for $20,000 on Children’s Day of 

919. 

While the insistent needs of the larger work our Re- 
formed Church must do in Christianizing America ought 
to be a sufficient appeal to get $20,000 from our Sunday 
Schools on this year’s Children’s Day, there is another 
reason that ought to impel every Sunday School to do 

its best to reach this goal. 

Those who were fortunate enough to attend the mem- 
orable special meeting of General Synod at Altgona, Pa., 
on March 4th, surely felt the inspiration of a splendid 
achievment that had just been wrought and in our Re- 
formed Churches in the United States. We had just gone 
through a fine campaign for $110,000, for the rebuilding 
of the Churches in France and Belgium. While even 

' those, who managed that campaign so well, did not know 
the exact sum total of the gifts of the Church in that 


‘ fe? leg 


ie We ‘of the Reformed Church in the United States be- 

= lieve in an educated and trained ministry. They to whom 

me we were strangers have often asked, “Reformed what?” 

= _ The query has been ably met. We are satisfied with the 
reply. . 


Without any sentimentality whatsoever Children’s Day 

_ challenges tis to answer in a straightforward and satisfy- 
ing manner another question, a burning question. Be- 
lieving in an educated and trained ministry should we 
not in all fairness ask, “Educated and trained for what?” 
This question is not to be answered by logical argument 
merely ; it requires that some of us, if possible all of us, 
our ministers, our leaders and our schools, shall bestir 
ourselves and be up and doing in clear visioned endeavor. 
The young minister of today after very brief contact 

_ with the actual problems of a parish finds he is trained 
- for only part of his task. His education and training 
have fitted him at least in some measure to preach the 
_ Gospel of Jesus Christ to adults, to give guidance to the 
Ke _ administrative affairs of the local Church, to comfort 
and hearten the members of his flock on his frequent visi- 
xe tations, and to care for the sick and the dying. But 
' pa wermitting. his heart to enlarge to the needs of all who 
are entrusted to his care he very soon learns to his utter 
amazement that his congregation consists not only of 
adults sick, sorrowing and dying, but also of children 
‘ - healthy, happy and bubbling over with life. Heroically he 
seeks to minister to this newly discovered area of human 
life by means of a method which depends upon such rare 
powers: that only one in a hundred ministers possesses 
the domare sermon. Sacer he must do. Others 


_He ponders the question, 


splendid effort, everybody felt sure that we had gone far 
“over the top.” The psychological effect of this in pre- 
paring the way for the Six Million Campaign of the For- 
ward movement was far greater than perhaps. any of us | 
realized. It put us in a happy state of helpfulness and 
readiness for some “real big thing.” It gave us a new 
confidence in the responsiveness of our Reformed Church 
to real aggressive leadership. It helped to make us all of 
one mind and heart to challenge the Church with a large 
program, that would mean new life and new efficiency in 
all our Benevolent, Missionary, Educational and philan- 
thropic operations. 

Suppose now the young life of our Church “comes 
across” with $20,000 on Children’s Day, what a fine prom- 
ise and prophecy it would be of the certain success of 
the big Forward Movement! There ‘never has been a 
time since Children’s Day began to be observed in our 
‘Reformed Sunday Schools when it was possible to put 
such a challenge before the young, aggressive life of ps 
Church so effectively. Let every school “double-up” 
its offering this year, and every school observe the ae 
after thorough preparation and with genuine enthusiasm 
and hearty liberality, and then send in the whole Chil- 
dren’s Day offering promptly to Professor Calvin O. 
Althouse, 15th and Race Streets, Philadelphia, Pa., and 
the goal will be reached. No better testimonial of our 
gratitude to God for the enlargement of our Sunday 
School work during the past 25 years of our organized 
Sunday School effort could be given than such an offering. 
No better expression of our sincere appreciation of the 
leadership of Rev. Rufus W. Miller, D. D., in the erec- 
tion of our Reformed Church building in Philadelphia, 
could be made than to put $20,000 into the treasury of 
General Synod’s Sunday School Board, “the bulk of which 
shall go for direct, aggressive missionary work,” accord- 
ing to the explicit, instructions of the General Synod at 
Altoona. 


s ms A CHILDREN’S DAY CHALLENGE TO THE INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER LEARNING 


are attempting it, so he, too, endeavors to preach to, or 
at children, as the case may be, and usually fails utterly. 
i may be he is the one rare possibility out of one hun- 
dred; in that case all is well at least in this one phase of 
his responsibility toward the childhood of his Church. As 
a tule, however, the Church building is not adapted to 
the task, his people are not genuinely sympathetic—al- 
though many adults enjoy his talks and are helped by 
them’ more than are the children—his teachers for some 
reason do not respond with tactful co-operation, it is 
difficult to get the organist to provide that fine emotional 
undergirding that his service requires, but most of all 
he cannot do what Dr. Farrar of Brooklyn can do. He 
either gives up in despair or is encouraged by words of — 
praise from adult lips, and therefore resolutely continues 
his labors hoping some good will come of it. 

Educated and trained for what? In some fashion, now 
vaguely, now vividly, this question again and again wells 
up in his mind. He casts about looking for something 
that has become part and parcel of his personality where- 
with to minister to childhood. He examines his training. 
Church History does not meet the need, nor does Sys- 
tematic Theology ; little help is to be expected from Greek 
and Hebrew; Homiletics will never do because the little 
folks are not little men and women. He has learned that 
he has to deal not with miniature adults, but with children. 
Something more is needed than straight seminary courses. 
The Jesus of the New Testament was interested in chil- 
dren. He, too, is interested in them, and vitally so; but 
how minister to them? Educated and trained for what? 
Certainly not for this. 
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Presently the bell rings. The evening paper has come. 
This shocking bit of news his eyes meet on the first 
page: 

“Lola S Scalded to Death” 

“The home of Mr. and Mrs, of has been 
plunged into gloom as the result of a distressing accident 
in which their captivating little daughter, Lola, aged two 
years, met her death.” 

As he reads his heart is wrung within him. The funeral 
is to be tomorrow. He examines his heart, his Bible and 
his faith in the good, Heavenly Father to find some mes- 
sage of comfort. He feels he has found it. The time 
comes for the funeral. His heart is full. How power- 
less he is. He leans heavily upon God for help. Finally 
the service is over. The little casket lies peacefully be- 
neath the flowers sent with sincere sympathy by the Cradle 
Roll and friends. 

He returns home. 


His thoughts are of the little child. 
It seems he sees the two-year-old again. After all he 
has somehow served childhood. But no; he had been 
praying to God that he might find some comforting truth 
for the grief-stricken father and mother. With disturb- 
ing force it dawns upon him that even now he has not 
ministered unto a child but only to adults. Here is one 
of those illuminating experiences that compel heart search- 
ing. If in any sense it could be said that he ministered 
unto a child, then in all truth it must be said he min- 
istered unto a dead child. -In that case he came too late. 
How had this child of tender years been served? How 
had the family been served in the interest of this babe 
through the medium of the Cradle Roll? Only by flowers 
for the casket? 

Educated and trained for what? He thinks of the 
living children, of the scores of happy faces that he is 


accustomed to greet on Sunday morning. These are liv-_ 


ing children. Live boys and girls looking hopefully into 
the long years of the future. What an opportunity! 
Of course, with the rest, he greets the superintendent 
of the school and that loyal band of teachers. But alas, 
the superintendent has had far less training than the min- 
ister, and the teachers have almost all entered the school 
on the basis of “Please take the class. We need you. 
You may have had little or no experience, but do the 
best you can.” Being in touch with children Sunday 
after Sunday their hearts have become warm for the 
work. It is a joy to them. 

Not having the clear and far-reaching insight of the 
pastor such matters as large attendance please them and 
they take it for granted they are succeeding wonderfully. 
It is well so. But are they? Can they? This is not 
a criticism of our teachers. Far from it. Rather do 
we thank God for these noble souls, filled with the mother- 
spirit of love and sacrifice for childhood’s sake, who are 
faithfully carrying on until a better day comes. When 
we induced them to enter the teaching ranks did we not 


DR. RUFUS W. MILLER, AND THE SECRETARY- SHIP OF A QUARTER oF A cENTUR 
“AN APPRECIATION” 


It seems eminently fitting that the Children’s Day num- 
ber of the MEssENGER, in this 25th Anniversary year, 
should contain a word of appreciation on the part of 
one having been associated with Dr. Miller for so long 
a time in the management of our Sunday School work. 
I dare not put in print what I feel concerning this yoke- 
fellow in Christian work. David’s relation to Jonathan 
could not have been more heartsome and winsome than 
‘that of the Secretary and President of the Sunday School 
Board of the Reformed Church in the United States. 
None will ever know the magnificent generalship which 
‘brought about a united Publication and Sunday School 
Board for the Church. 

This was the beginning of a similar process in the 


other Boards of the denominations. The Sunday School < 


are to be helped. 


; pie there never came such a 


say, “Just do the best you can?” That they are doing 
their best God knows. They are not to be blamed; they 
If blame is to find its resting place, it 
must be on the heads of their leaders, be they ministers “em 
who have not sensed the need of an adequate program ear 
of religious education for the local Church, or, if they, 
sense it, have not been trained to meet it; and mind you, 
ministers in a Church that has always stood for religious . 
education—or be they Church colleges and seminaries = 
which chiefly for financial reasons lack the facilities to : 

open the students’ eyes to childhood’s needs; and remem- 
ber, if you please, these institutions have educated us os 
ministers who, coming face to face with these needs, are — —s 
so helpeless and, more than that, so pitiably incomperaas ee 

We ask, “Educating and training for what?” ; 


Behind our colleges and seminaries lie our Synods, 
guilty of the grievous sins of omission in the matter of 
failing to make it possible for our colleges and seminaries _ 
to provide leadership not only for the spiritualizing of 
adults, but also to provide leadership for the religious 
education of childhood and youth. But finally we min- — 
isters must come back to ourselves. Synods consist of — 
Classes, and Classes consist of ministers, who, if they a 
ask themselves, “Educated and trained for what?” will 
experience difficulty i in finding any large provision — having — 
been made in their training to meet the needs we |! 
been discussing, and who, if they ask the further « 
tion, “Educating and training for what?” will find t 


this direction as we received in our ae Weal 
must open our eyes and act. 
lenge for our colleges and seminaries, but more es 
for the entire Reformed Church that supports sr 
stitutions. If this challenge is unheeded the men 
ated in the years to come will in still later years of n 
sity feel somewhat unkindly toward the alma mater wh 
after all her educating and training, sent out he 
inadequately trained to grapple with that foundat 
in the local Church, the acuRICre education OF 
girls. 


In these days of opportunity let us to our prose 
repeatedly in regard to ourselves, “Educated and t 
for what?” and in regard to our ‘schools, “Educati 
training for what?” ‘There is only one way to meet 
weighty questions constructively, and that is by the 
of action in Classis, Synod, Church college, se 
and then—and not until then—shall we have our 
and the result will be a transformation in the 
of religious education in the local Church. It is 
we have a long way to go, but our beloved. Refo 
Church has called upon us to go forward. Rawle 1 
her voice let us harden not our pelts 


Board under the leadership ee Dr. Mi 
and set the pace for the Mission Boards. 
erings and selfish appeals to Prejudice: and f 
reason of their existence long since having d 
it still required patience and persistence whic 
have been found in the brain and heart of 
the Reformed Church. There ‘were moments ‘ 
feeling, when it seemed to all engaged i in th 
inexpedient to continue further negotiatic 
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him. 
It is strange now, since such abundant success has 
crowned the movement, that others high in the councils 
« of the Church were so shortsighted. Dr. Miller paid 
the penalty of all who blazed new ways through untried 
forests, or set sail over uncharted seas. Nothing but the 
kindness of an overruling Providence saved him to see 
of the travail of his soul and be satisfied. 


But the end is not yet. The better has been reached, 
but it must not be an enemy of the best, which is within 
our grasp. There are yet combinations to be formed 
in our Zion which will mean increased power, because 
of reduced friction. The Forward Movement calls for 


Sitting: 
Kunkel, Ruth R. Lauer. 


Some time ago the writer picked up the following statis- 
tics relative to the Sunday School and its influence upon 
_ the growth of the Church: Ninety-five per cent. of the 
preachers of today have had their early training in the 
- Sunday School. Seventy-five per cent: of all our Churches 
have been built on a Sunday School foundation; 1.e., the 
school was established first, and out of that the congrega- 
tion or Church grew. Eighty-five per cent. of all who join 
Church from year to year are members of the Sunday 
School. Ninety-five per cent. of all those who are ac- 
tively engaged in the work of the Church are also active 
_ in the Sunday School. 
_ Now what does this mean? Simply this: Only five out 
_ of every one hundred preachers have had no connection 
with the Sunday School in their earlier years. 
say that if there were no Sunday Schools, we would have 
only one-twentieth of the number of preachers that we 
have now? No, we may not say that. But we may say 
that without a doubt the influence of the Sunday School 
has turned many a young man’s heart towards the min- 
istry, and that, if he had not attended a Sunday School, 
he would have engaged in some other occupation, to the 
_ detriment of the Church and the kingdom at large. And 
may be to the man’s spiritual loss as well, There are 
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8. W. Harbold, S. W. Harbold, Margaret Strickler, W. C. Drawbaugh. 


Kathryn Little, Anna Wilcox, R. O. Lauer, Teacher, G. L. Wehler, Dollie 
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all to be at it, and at it with all of our might. This should 
be helpful in accelerating that union of all the different 
elements of our Church life. To this end the Sunday 
Schools and Reformed Church Publications will meet all 
the demands made upon it. The Secretary’s passion for 
union will be inspirational at the counsel table, and in 
the consummation of a movement that should give us a 
nobler standing among the Protestant hosts. I bless God 
for what Dr. Rufus W. Miller has accomplished and 
pray that his life may be spared for the greater days in 
the history of our Church, the first streaks of the dawn- 
ing of which now gladden our Easter horizon. 


C. CLEVER 
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A FEW SUNDAY SCHOOL FIGURES 


oe Ac REV. HENRY H. RUPP 


three times as many Churches due to the Sunday School 
as originate without its influence. All who know will 
know the usual method of founding a Church. A Sunday 
School is first organized. It usually meets in some school 
building or hall. Next will come the organization, and 
finally, the Church building itself. The Sunday School 
seems to furnish the inspiration for Church growth. 

Only fifteen out of every hundred persons who join 
Church have no Sunday School connections, These fifteen 
are generally adults, married men or women who join 
Church by adult baptism, or without much previous 
catechetical instruction. Most pastors will admit that their 
catechetical classes are composed for the most part of 
the scholars of their Sunday Schools. 

There are some Church members who are active in 
Church work, and who have no connection with the Sun- 
day School. But for everyone such, there are nineteen 
who are active in both Church and school. 

A study of the above statistics will give us these facts. 

Again: It is said that our ministers give scarcely ten per 
cent. of their time to Sunday School work; that not one 
per cent. of the collections of the Church is spent on the 
Sunday School; and that our Church papers and Theolog- 
ical Seminaries give scarcely one per cent. of their at- 


tention to the consideration of this most important work. 
We know that there are not a few pastors who do not 
give their Sunday Schools sufficient attention as to be 
able to render an intelligent report to Classis each year. 
If these figures are true, they mean that though the 
Church has invested only ten per cent. of its capital 
(time, energy, and money), in the Sunday School, yet 
from the Sunday School it derives ninety per cent. of 
its income; not in dollars, but in something worth far 
nlore—in converts, active workers, preachers, and so on. 
It seems to me that if the business men were to make 
their investments with one-quarter the same degree of con- 
servation, they would be the laughing-stock of the world. 
But those who are managing the King’s business have 
not always shown much business ability or much busi- 
ness sense. This applies not only to the ministers, but to 
the elders and deacons as well; in fact, it applies to all 
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THE VALUE OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 


BY GEORGE A. LAUBACH 


There is no doubt about the value of the Sunday 
School to every one who attends, whether it be the little 
one in the Primary Department or the “grown up” in 
the Adult Bible Class. After constant attendance in the 
Sunday School for half a century, serving in every capa- 
city except superintendent, I have had many opportunities 
of seeing its educational as well as spiritual value. With 
our modern, rapid and pleasure-seeking age, how many 
children would receive any biblical, to say nothing of 
spiritual, instruction in the family without the Sunday 
School? How many parents ever give heart to heart 
talks upon the soul and its immortality? Our public 
schools give only a semblance of religious instruction, 
generally only formal, if at all. 

No! the average parent thinks the religious duty is 
performed when the child is sent, not even brought, to 
Sunday School, and there placed in the care of another. 


WHAT DO I OWE TO THE SUNDAY SCHOOL? See 
My Earty ImprESSION OF SUNDAY SCHOOL USEFULNESS 


JOSEPH L. LEMBERGER, PH. M. 


I belong to Sunday School and am expected to live ac- 
cordingly. : 

It was a safeguard against many temptations that young 
persons are prone to yield to. 

The consistent teacher will impress that thought—when 
teacher and scholar met during the week there was always 
a pleasant greeting and a respectful response, due to his 
interest in me in Sunday School class. 

Later on when the responsibility and consequent oppor- 

_ tunity as superintendent was assumed it was a similar safe- 


WHAT IS THE SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR? 
REV. CONRAD A. 


The most frequent answer given to this question is: “to 
teach the Bible.” Fundamentally this answer is correct, 
but as usually understood, although at first sight it may 
seem a pious answer, at best it is very “off hand,” super- 
ficial and indefinite. We may go further and say, it is 
unconscious” substitution for a hard job. It mistakes a 
means for an end, and confuses the assignment of a task 
with its execution. 

The Bible begins to have value at that point, where it 
influences the unfolding of the divine image in man, and 
transforms and molds character after the pattern of Jesus 


‘guard against the many inconsistencies and mist: 
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Church officials, upon whose wisdom and energy the 
growth of the Church depends. 


We cannot verify these statistics, but they sound plaus- ~ aa 
ible at least. At any rate, here is the other side: ee 
Secretary of the State of Michigan, some time ago, re- 
ported that of the 904 prisoners in the State penitentaries, 
10 of them had gone to Sunday School regularly before 
their imprisonment, 85 had gone irregularly, and 809 had 
not gone at all, Even these figures may lie, but where 
there is so much smoke, there must be some fire. 

In view of these facts, does it not seem that our Sun- 4 
day School Board, whose duty it is both to establish new ~ 
schools and to improve those already established, is de= 
serving of our heartiest sympathy, not only in the way 4 
of prayers and good words, but also in the way of larger 
offerings on Children’s Day? 


The greatest difficulty is to secure the proper té 
for this great work. Those who have ability often 
their responsibility, and those who are willing have some- 
times only the desire rather than the education and ability 
to teach. Yet wonderful strides and progress have been 
made in this great institution which has done so n 
for humanity and the Church. A great opportunit 
given the conscientious teacher to present the truth an 
talk seriously upon the soul and its salvation. What we 
need in our Sunday Schools today is the presence of t 
Holy Spirit in those who lead and teach, and an a ee 
force of devoted and competent workers. Show me | 
number of conscientious Sunday School workers : an¢ oT 
will show you a growing, active congregation, aving 
served as a teacher for over thirty years these 
experiences and observations. Certainly the 
School is a great educational and spiritual institutic n. 


wild life invites. oh 

The conscientious superintendent is ambitious bs 
examplar to the scores and hundreds of young ; oe 
without whose respect and confidence his ola 
good would be more than futile. 

There can be no doubt as to the fact that the s ‘St 
with home encouragement, as also the teacher and 
intendent, finds the work educational from cia 
point. 

Faithful observance on part of officer, teacl 
scholar are debtors indeed to the Sunday School, 


HAUSER, D. D. 


Christ.. In a word, ultimately we are dealing 
ing a life, rather than knowing a book. But 
an educational process of the most painstaking so 
cannot be realized by the simple method of | 

explaining a few verses of Scripture with the 
tion of producing in some ee wa a 


century Christian. 
ees slae contains, in esser 
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prepared and adapted by the teacher, to the spiritual needs 
of the child and youth, if it is to accomplish its God-given 
purpose. God’s spirit can take the word of truth and 
mold the spirit of man to His liking, but like the wireless 
telegraph the spirit works through the channel of a re- 
ceiving apparatus built by man. This apparatus might 


* well be compared to the educational process of the Sunday 


School. Its operator is man, the teacher, who receives 
instruction and power from God and His Word, to deliver 
divine messages which transform lives and mold charac- 
ters. This is the educational process, which history shows 
God has always used in building up His kingdom. 

Now the very kernel of Bible teaching is that man 
shall love God and his fellow man. To show what that 
means, and to enable the scholar in the Sunday School to 
do that, is the very heart of the educational process. This 
means more than teaching the pious folding of hands, and 
fleeing away from the “wicked world” and its temptations. 
That may be a type of piety which held good in the Middle 
Ages, but in the 20th century this sort of piety, in brutal 
English, is branded as nothing less than cowardice, and 
shirking of Christian duty. It certainly is not Biblical. 

The religious educational process means, helping our 
scholars to live among men as their brothers, and doing 
their share to make the world a fit place to live in, such 
as God would approve. How to make this adjustment in 
human society implies a tedious process of acquiring in- 
formation, and of working out the will of God in great 
courage and self-denial. 

Taken seriously therefore, to teach the Bible, through 
the Sunday School means something like the following: 

1. Go out and compel them to come in. Call that what 
you will; Evangelism, Missionary solicitation, Community 
Canvass, Sunday School advertising, any, or all of these 
or more, but remember there are still as many boys and 
girls out of Sunday School as in it. Only one in eight of 
the population of the United States are in the Sunday 
School. “Teaching the Bible” in the usual sense, to those 
in the Sunday School will not bring these outsiders in. 
When our teaching takes legs and tongues, then they will 
come in. Jesus taught, and then sent out the 70; and 
called them to report as to the teaching. This was organ- 
ization ; teaching with a definite object. Without this sort 
of teaching the Sunday School is a failure at that point. 

2. The heart must be reached. Teaching the Bible to 
the head, may result in leaving the heart and life infidel. 


Robert Ingersoll had been taught the Bible, but the teach- 
Teaching the Bible’ 


ing did not make him a Christian, 
ever so well intellectually, is a failure unless it is accom- 
panied by prayerful, systematic effort, seeking to bring the 


spirit and life of the scholar into fullest accord and fellow- 
ship with God, through Jesus Christ. Call that conversion, 
awakening or quickening of the spiritual life, or what you 
will; it matters little, but remember without it your Bible 
teaching, and all Sunday School work stops before it has 
really begun to accomplish whereunto it is sent. 


3. Nourish the spirit. It is not enough to awaken the 
spirit ; it must be constantly nourished, Teaching the Bible 
from the standpoint merely of what happened from two 
to four thousand years ago, is not complete Bible teaching. 
The spirit we are to nourish lives in the 20th century A. D. 
Hence Bible truth must be applied to 20th century life, be- 
fore our task is complete. For instance, the Bible says 
nothing about the Missionary work of the Reformed 
Church in the 20th century. It does say we should do 
such work in the 20th century, as well as in the first. It 
gives us a splendid account of how they did it then, but 
the application of what this means now is another story; 
a big task, and implies the impartation of much informa- 
tion concerning modern missions, its needs and how we 
can obey this command. So also with the other phases 
of Christian knowledge and activity in which the Christian 
people of today are interested; must be interested in, or 
fail to do their Master’s will in the present age. 

4. Do the teaching. Call this expressional activities, 
practical religion, applied Christianity, or what you please, 
but the fact remains the same. Bible teaching of the 
proper kind aims and plans definitely to get scholars to do 
the teaching. “Be ye doers of the work and not hearers 
only.” The most widely accepted definition of religion 
today is, that it is “life.” Where Bible teaching is best 
carried on these days, the most careful preparation is 
made, to show the scholar, from the youngest to the 
oldest, just how he can do the teaching imparted that 
day. 


Jesus’ test of a Christian was, “fruits,” “By their fruits 
ye shall know them.” Nothing else counts for very much. 
Deeds are evidence of the character whence they spring. 
And after all, what the Sunday School is for is to produce 
Christian character. The world is in need of nothing 
so much today as of such who will try to imitate in their 
lives—these complex lives of ours—in these troublesome 
times, what Jesus did when He “went about doing good.” 

To show just what that means in the terms of American 
citizenship, world relationship, and in terms of the Re- 
formed Church and its task, is what the Sunday School 
is for. This is our reconstruction task. We are on the 
road, but not far on. But with the prayers and help of 
the Church the “Forward Movement,” will be more rapid. 


“HADES” AND “CATHOLIC” 
W. E. KREBS 


There is no necessity of revising the Apostle’s Creed re- 
specting the expressions “Hades” and “Catholic.” 

When the rich man died, according to the parable, “in 
Hades he lifted up his eyes.” St. Peter says that Christ 
was put to death in the flesh, but quickened in the spirit, 
in which also He went and preached to the spirits in prison. 
St. Paul wrote to the Ephesians, “Now this, Christ ascend- 


; ye ed, what is it but that He also descended into the lower 


parts of the earth? He that descended is the same also 


__ that ascended far above all the heavens, that He might fill 
all things.” When Christ rose from the dead, He Himself 
said to Mary, “I am not yet ascended.” 


“Hades” in the Creed does not mean gehenna, or the 
place of the damned, but rather the place of departed spir- 
its. If you take out of the Creed, “He descended into 
Hades,” you must also take out of it “He ascended into 


heaven.” Or, do you want two ascents? 


_ As to the term “Catholic,” all you have to do is to in- 
struct catechumens and others that it means the Church as 


in ns b “~~ 
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an undivided whole (made up, as-it is, of the two Greek 
words kata and holos, entirely whole) and not simply com- 
posed of individual Christians. 

The Apostle Paul tells the Corinthians that they are 
the body of Christ, and the body is one, but hatch many 
members. The body is the Catholic Church, and the mem- 
bers are individual Christians. 

And it is a pity that when we speak of Romanists we 
should ever (for brevity’s sake, I suppose) call them sim- 
ply “Catholics,” instead of “Roman Catholics,” as it should 
be. Hence the misunderstanding and confusion. 

“Catholic Church” is more far-reaching and fundamen- 
tal than “Christian Church” would be. 


Lancaster, Pa. 


“Thou art the man”; face it like a man. It is a folly 
that is disastrous to shut one’s eyes to facts. ; 
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FROM EGYPT TO PALESTINE 
A Letter from the Editor 


Readers of the MESSENGER have by this time received, 
if my letters reached America, a brief account of our trip 
up to the time when the good ship Canberra, after a glor- 
ious voyage through the blue Mediterranean, came in sight 
of Port Said, Egypt. But coming in sight of that port is 
quite a different thing from landing. It is necessary to 
get to shore by means of lighters. And, when one gets to 
shore, it is by no means easy to find shelter. We found, in 
short, that it was safer to bargain: to remain on board ship 
for another night, and by the courtesy of the officers this 
was duly arranged. But our last evening and morning 
on the ship gave us an opportunity to see at close range 
some of the persistent natives who seek a chance to take 


On the Sphinx, Cairo, Egypt, April 11, 1919 
(Dr. Leinbach indicated by cross) 


you and your luggage to shore, and it gave us our first per- 
sonal acquaintance with the ubiquitous word “baksheesh” 
(money), which one hears oftener in the Orient than any 
other. Early in the morning our ship was boarded by sev- 
eral hundred Arab coal carriers, and it was a sight to see 
and hear. The heavy work of lifting the great beams on 
which they later run up and down like ants, with huge 
baskets of coal on their heads, is done to the accompani- 
ment of a weird chant, which is said to mean: “Allah will 


give you strength; Allah will lift you up.” These half- 
clothed men work with surprising rapidity. There is said 
ta be rivalry between the gangs, and they surely do show 
some enthusiasm in their work. 


Port Said is not an attractive city, but it gave us our 
first glimpses of Egyptian life with its amazing contrasts. 
Poverty and wealth seem so much farther apart in the 
Orient. The old and the new civilizations pass each other 
every moment and appear but little affected by each other’s. 
presence. We found a fairly good hotel and were soon 
quite comfortably settled. But to step outside even for 
a moment meant to be persistently badgered by the crowd 
that hankéered after “baksheesh.” Newsies and bootblacks. 
vied with vendors of all sorts of wares, with acrovats and 
prestidigitateurs, and runners who offered to show us the 
way to where girls would dance the native dances for our 
benefit. Some of these street Arabs had picked up quite 
a bit of English and were amazingly clever. All asked 
inordinately high prices, and when finally agreeing to a rea- 
sonable one, tried later to get more out of you by some 
hook or crook. The “fixed price” system is for them un- 
known. Some of the sleight-of-hand performers were 
exceedingly clever. One little fellow, surely not over five 
or six years old, made a lot of money around the hotel by 
his tricks. He would apparently pull the head off a live 
chick and make another chick out of it. Then he would — 
make chickens and other objects appear and disappear in 
the cleverest way, and kept the crowd roaring with his 
words and antics. Every time he was about to do a mys- 
terious thing he would say: “Gully, gully, gully.” It was. 
excruciatingly funny. Here in Port Said, too, we first 
became accustomed to seeing the veiled women. I think 
it was Mark Twain who remarked, when once or twice the 
veiled ladies accidentally exposed their faces, that he ap- 
proved of the custom of veiling in the Orient. But, really, 
it is a visible mark of the comparative degradation of wom- 
anhood in the Moslem world. It is a brand of inferior- 
ity, and the black garb of humiliation goes with it fittingly. 
From what we have seen, the proportion of women seen on 
the streets compared with men is very small, and, of 
course, in public places they appear rarely. The Arab 
quarter of Port Said was, we were told, a good place to 
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said to be second to none in America, and who soon made 
it clear that some of the plans we had formulated had to 
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a ‘‘The Embassy of Good-will’’ at the Base of the Sphinx, Cairo, eae April 11, 1919 
et. avoid, so we did not explore it fully; but we saw. enough 

a to convince us that, like other port cities, Port Said is 


_ greatly in need of a moral awakening. Representatives 
from every land and clime were to be found in this city. 
It is a cosmopolitan port, and its population changes con- 
stantly. The most helpful privilege in connection with our 
stay at Port Said was a two-days’ visit to the great Armen- 
ian Refugee Camp, two miles down the Suez Canal, on the 
Asiatic side, where about 8,000 Armenians are provided 
for, 5,000 more being soon expected. This is managed 
jointly by the British military authorities and the American 
Red Cross. Major Brown, son of Dr. Francis Brown, late 
President of Union Theological Seminary, New York, is in 
charge of this city of tents. The refugees there were res- 
cued by the British and French, and many of them have 
tales that wring the heart. I cannot here speak of the 
interviews I had with women and children, but hope from 
time to time to give such information after my return. It 
‘was our first real contact with the big work for which we 
had crossed the seas, and we felt deeply the inspiration of 
this high service rendered to a needy people. One of the 
_ saddest sights in all this great compound was to see the 
‘women and little girls, some as young as eleven, whose 
tattoo marks on the face indicated that they had been res- 
cued from harems. God only knows what these poor peo- 
ple have suffered. Here they are well fed and live in fair 
comfort, though the occasional desert sand-storms are un- 
pleasant. Various industries are being developed, and 
many are working to help support themselves and the camp. 
_ This work will soon be taken over from the Red Cross by 
our Relief Committee, which is henceforth assuming all 
such work in the Near East. Of course, these and all 
Armenians now provided for in other lands are to be re- 
turned home to Armenia as soon as the way is opened for 
such return. 
‘Through special courtesy of the English military authori- 
ties we secured permits to make a special trip to the inter- 
7 esting and delightful city of Cairo, the metropolis of Egypt, 
_ with its mixed population of a half million. We spent 
_ three days of the greatest interest and value there, stop- 
Bing at the splendid Shepheard’s Hotel, where we met Dr. 
James L. Barton, head of the American Committee for 
Relief in the Near East, and Dr. William T. Ellis, the well- 
3 known Philadelphia journalist. We had several confer- 
with Dr, Sakari whose mepyigdes of Bible Lands is 


be abandoned, because of impossible transportation. By 
his advice our groups were redivided into four parts, 
Group I to go through Syria, Group II through Asia Minor, 
Group III through such portions of Armenia as are now 
available, and Group IV, composed only of such as were 
able and willing to remain a_month or two longer, to go- 
through the Russian Caucasus. The writer, with Drs. 
Rafferty, Huntley and Young, remains in Group III. It 
will be our duty, after visiting Damascus and Aleppo, to 
spend a month in the region of Armenia around Urfa, 
Aintab and Marash, with a possible expedition as far as 
Harpoot. We then proceed via the Bagdad Railroad to 
Constantinople, hoping to reach there early in June. 

Of course our visit to Cairo would have been most in- 
complete without trips to the Citadel, the tombs of the 
Caliphs, the Blue Mosque, the Sultan Hassan Mosque, the 
great Museum, the Mohammedan University (largest in 
the world, the street scenes of both old and new Cairo, and 
last but not least the American Mission, headquarters of 
the heroic band of United Presbyterian workers who have 
done so much for the spiritual regeneration of Egypt. It 
was our pleasure there to meet, among many others, the 
aged mother of Dr. Charles R. Watson, who had addressed 
us so helpfully on the Mauretania. 

Besides the points of interest in the city itself, we had 
two memorable trips, one to Heliopolis, the ancient capital 
of Egypt, with its famous obelisk, the other to the Pyra- 
mids at Giza. It was indeed a great joy to flirt with the 
Sphinx under the shadow of the Pyramid of Cheops. It 
had been one of our boyhood dreams some day to see 
those historic monuments, among the oldest works of man, 
but in recent years those hopes had well-nigh faded. It 
seemed almost too good to be true that at last, surrounded 
by a shrieking crowd of dragomen, donkey-boys, owners of 
camels and others hungry for “baksheesh,” I really stood 
where I could take a picture of these ancient monuments 
with my own camera. “Give Moses a chance,” a little 
fortune-teller kept shouting into my ear. All the little 
Arab rascals who pose as prophets seem to have taken the 
name of Moses. But our party was too much interested 
in the Sphinx and Pyramids and ancient temple of the sun 
to prove very profitable for the leeches. To be sure, the 
Editor rode on a camel for a while and then on a donkey. 
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They are surely two of the most useful animals in the East. 
It is almost unbelievable what the little donkeys will carry. 
One sees them passing constantly, a big fat man on the 
haunches and in front of him a big load of merchandise, 
or on his head a bundle of alfalfa which looks like a ton. 
Or perhaps the donkey is pulling a cart on which ten or 
twelve persons are sitting. It is a lovely drive from Cairo 
to the Pyramids, and the splendid road gives a fine view 
of the luxuriant gardens and fields, the imposing date 
palms, and the motley procession of modern equipages, 
with caravans of Bedouin, burden-bearing women, camels, 
donkeys, goats by the thousand. A Henry Ford looks a 
bit incongruous among these relics of a bygone age, but it 
rambles right along in Egypt as in America. 

We should like to tell much more about Cairo. It is not 
a good town, as one remarked, for the shoe and stocking 
business. A large portion of the population, both male and 
female, goes barefooted. And yet it has beautiful palaces, 
many evidences of wealth and culture. The rich seem 
very rich—and the poor pitifully poor. Perhaps the sad- 
dest sight we saw there was that of little girls and young 
women picking up the dung and refuse on the streets, 
scraping it together with their hands, molding it into balls 
and placing it into huge baskets or pans on their heads. 
It is used, J understand, as fuel. 

Suffice it to say that after three days in Cairo, we re- 
turned to Port Said, and as soon as our plans could be 
made and permits secured, we were taken, again by the 
special courtesy of the military authorities, on a glorious 
moonlight ride down the Suez Canal to Kantarah, the 
greatest of British supply camps, where a huge motor lorry 
took us bag and baggage to the station of the military 
railroad now run to Jerusalem. After an uncomfortable 
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night on what would be pronounced an “impossible” sleep- 


ing car in America, we reached Ludd, another military | 


camp, at 8 A, M., where we breakfasted, and then trans- 
ferred to another train, finally arriving in the Promised 
Land at 11.30 A. M. At last we were in Palestine—and 
I must reserve for another letter the story of the great 
experiences of the never-to-be-forgotten days we were 
privileged to spend there. Holy Week in the Holy Land— 
it is a phrase to conjure with. And it is doubtful if there 
ever was such a Holy Week in Jerusalem since the days of 
our Lord. 


April 24, 1919. 


From Left to Right: 
Charles Scanlon, Dr. W. F. Crafts, Dr. H. H. Russell, Mr. E. 


Wayne B. Wheeler, Mrs. 8S. P. Herben, of New Jersey; Mrs.frances E. Beauchamp, of Kentucky; Prof. 
H. Cherrington, Col. William Jennings Bryan, Hon. Charles H. 


Randall, M.C., Miss Anna A. Gorden, Rufus W. Miller, D. D., Edwin C. Dinwiddie, D.D., Mrs. Charles Scanlon, Mrs. Lenna L. 
Yost, Mr. F. E. Waring. 


The above photograph represents a nota- 
ble temperance group who were present at 
the Department of State, Washington, D. 
C., when Acting Secretary Polk officially 
announced the passage of the National Pro- 
hibition Amendment, January 16,1918. In 
the centre is Hon. William Jennings Bryan, 
President of the National Dry Federation, 
to whom was-presented a loving cup; Hon. 
Wayne B. Wheeler, attorney for the Anti- 
Saloon League; Prof. ‘Charles S. Scanlon, 
Secretary of the Presbyterian Board of 
Temperance and General Secretary of the 
National Dry Federation; E. H. Cherring- 
ton, editor of the Anti-Saloon League pub- 
lications; E. C. Dinwiddie, legislative super- 


intendent National Anti-Saloon League and 
representing the Church Temperance Fed- 
erations; Rufus W. Miller, D. D., chairman 
joint executive committee National Tem- 
perance Society and committee on temper- 
ance of the Federal Council of Churches. 
Large credit is due the National Christ: 
ian Temperance Union for the passage of 
the prohibition amendment. As early as 
1890 this great organization secured the 
passage of teaching scientific temperance 
and the evils of alcohol in the various Leg- 
islatures throughout the United States, and 
under the leadership of Miss Frances Wil- 
lard, the National Sunday School Conven- 
tion meeting in Pittsburgh 1890, authorized 


the issue of Quarterly Temperance Lessons 
in the Sunday Schools of America. The 
seed sown in this way in the Church and 
Sunday Schools of America has borne fruit. 

In the field of political activity the Anti- 
Saloon League stands foremost, while the 
Churches, through their temperance organ- 
izations and co-operation with temperance 
societies, including the time-honored Na- 
tional Temperance Society, have had much 
to do with the suecess of the prohibition 
amendment. Fundamentally, the suecess of 
the prohibition amendment is a wonderful 
illustration of the truth: Whatever you 
would put into a nation you must first put 
into the school. 


——— 


May 29, 1919. 


») 
vs THIS IS CHILDREN’S DAY 
ay Do you know why little folks gather 
i Each year in the soft June tide, 
f When the clover whitens the meadows 
i. And dots all the valleys wide? 
When the bluest of skies bends over, 
And soft little breezes play 
With the roses that nod by the wayside? 
Because it is Children’s Day. 


Do you know why little folks love it, 
Why no other day can be ' 
As dear as this day in June-time, 
With blossom and bird and bee? 
Do you know why our eyes are shining, 
As we hasten on our way? 
Would you like to know the reason? 
ee Because it is Children’s Day. 


In a beautiful, far-off country, 

Where the palm and the olive grow, 

The Friend of the children gathered 
The little ones long ago; 

Then He folded them to His bosom, 
And the people heard Him say, 

**Of such is the kingdom of heaven’?’— 
-?Twas the first sweet Children’s Day. 


And so we little folks love it, 

For no other day can be 

As dear as this sweet June morning, 

—___ With blossom and bird and bee. 

We gather the roses and lilies, 

_ And hasten on our way, 

_ While the birds in the tree tops are call- 

mgs 

 **Sweet, sweet, this is Children’s Day.’’ 
‘ —Florence Jones Hadley, 


ei! in The Advance 
: _ WHAT ONE WOMAN ACCOMPLISHED 
_-*The ‘‘Chicago Banker’’ tells a story about 
- what a woman out in Iowa was able to ac- 
- eomplish in improving the standard of 
country school buildings and how she did 
it. She had been made county superin- 
_ tendent, and found a few new and up-to- 
_ date school buildings and the many ridicu- 
lous little structures that were used for 
ool purposes. The woman superintend- 
‘made no criticism, but she had photo- 
aphs taken of the few good school 
ouses. These she had printed in the local 
apers, under proper labels of identifiea- 
m. Then she had thé ‘‘shanty’’ school 
yuses shown in pictures without labels of 
dentification. The local school board didn’t 
d the labels, and they found plenty of 
sentiment stirring as a result of the 
ed pictures. Result, great improve- 
ent in country school buildings through- 
ut 01 ywa county, ’ 


UFFER THE CHILDREN 


r the children to come unto Me; 

to My heart let the little ones be. 

or of My kingdom is open and free; 
the children to come unto Me. 


r the children, where’er they be, 
it of the homeland or over the sea; 
e My jewels, and this is My plea: 
hildren to come unto Me. 


radle where Jesus did lie, 
cross whereon He did die; 
eason He’s saying to thee, 

children to come unto Me. 
war ak GAS Ay 

ildren, where’er they be, 
or over the sea; 
and gladly will we 
come unto Thee. 

cf oad - a, 
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THE KEY TO THE SUNSHINE BOX 


It was plain that Elva’s old enemy, Ill 
Temper, had her in his possession again. 
We were all sorry, too. She had kept away 
from him so long a time that we felt she 
had almost entirely overcome him. But 
this morning she was very cross. One had 
to wonder how she could be so cross on such 
a bright and beautiful morning. 

“‘Tt is very eloudy this morning,’’ said 
mamma, as they took their places at the 
breakfast table. 


**Yos,’’? said Uncle Dave, with a sly 
glance at Elva’s seowling face. ‘‘If the 
clouds keep on gathering, it will certainly 
take an April shower to scatter them.’? 


**T wonder where Sunshine is,’’ said 
mamma. ‘‘If he were here, they would 
soon scatter.’’ 

‘‘Sunshine is in his box and cannot get 
out,’’ replied Uncle Dave, with another sly 
glanee. ‘‘Good Temper ran off with the 
key, and we will not be able to see Sun- 
shine until he comes back and lets him 

9? 
out. 

*‘T wish he would return soon,’’ said 
mar “We d iss Sunshi h; 

amma. e do miss Sunshine so much; 
and then, too, we need him all the time. 
I wonder how we could find Good Tem. 
per??? 


“That will not be hard to do. Just 
pull the cork out of the smile bottle and 
that will soon bring him back. There is 
nothing that holds him fast like smiles, 
but frowns soon chase him away.’’ 

“*Oh, Unele Dave, how can you tease me 
so?’’ And two bright drops on Elva’s long 
lashes showed that the ‘‘April showor’’ 
was not far off. 

‘“Why-ee,’’ said Uncle Dave, looking at 
his niece in such surprise, ‘‘ we were talking 
about Sunshine. What makes you think 
we were talking about you?’’ 

‘“Because you mean me; you know you 
do.’’ And Hlva had a mind to get real 
angry and let the shower come down in a 
torrent. But just then she caught herself, 
She thought of how she had asked Unele 
Dave to show her her faults and help her 
overerme them, and in what a kind, jolly 
way he had just done so. And then sho 
thought how very true it was—Good Tem- 


per running away with the key as fast as - 


he could and poor Sunshine longing to get 
out. Her rosy face dimpled all over, the 
cork to the smile bottle flew out, and sure 
enough, that very minute Good Temper 
eame back and let Sunshine out.—Our Boys 
and Girls. 


JEALOUS 


A certain little girl was discovered by 
her mother engaged in a spirited encounter 
with a small friend who had got consider- 
ably worsted in the engagement. 

“(Don’t you know, dear,’’ said the mother, 
‘‘that it is very wicked to behave so? It 
was Satan that put it into your head to 
pull Elsie’s hair.’? 

‘¢Well, perhaps it was,’’ the child admit- 
ted, ‘‘but kicking her shins was entirely 
my own idea.’’—Tit-Bits. 


‘‘Don’t you know that you ought to be 
careful not to leave finger-marks on your 
books?’’ said the teacher, who was trying 
to encourage neatness. 

**Yes,’’ replied the small boy. ‘‘Bill 
Jenkins told me that. Some day the habit 


is liable to put the detectives on your 
 trail.’’—Washington Star. 


HOME AND YOUNG FOLKS 


A BOY’S BEST CREED 


Be honest, lad, in word and deed, 
In all you say and do; 
Treat others in your walk of-Jife 
As you’d have them treat you; 
Don’t steal another’s precious time, 
Or blot a spotless name— 
You may not think that stealing, ’tis 
Dishonest just the same, 


Be true—there’s nothing half so grand 
As character of truth; 
Let never trace of falsehood stain 
The glory of your youth. 
Let every thought you harbor be 
As clear and pure as day, 
Sincerity of purpose gleam 
In every word you say. 


Be brave—don’t be afraid to stand 
Up boldly for the right, 
And evil firmly to oppose 
With all your fearless might; 
For real courage only féars 
What it is wrong to do— 
To live a hero’s life, my lad, 
Be honest, brave, and true! 


—L. M. Montgomery 


AN ELEPHANT’S BATH 


The elephant enjoys a bath in the 
streams and pools of his native habitat, 
but his lordly brother in eaptivity finds no 
such comfort in the bath that from time 
to time is given him. A trainer thus de- 
scribes the expensive operation: 

“Tt takes a week to carry out the pro- 
cess in overy detail. It requires the serv- 
ices of three men and costs $300. This 
treatment is necessary for a show elephant, 
and, if the animal is a valuable one, the 
proprietor of the show does not eonsider 
the money wasted. 

‘<The first step consists of going over 
the immense body with the best soap pro- 
curable; 150 pounds of soap is used, and 
the clephant’s ears are especially attended 
to. When the soaping and drying are com- 
pleted the elephant is well sandpapered, 
and after that rubbed all over with the 
purest Indian oil until the mouse-gray skin 
is supple and glistening. 

‘‘This last finishing touch is the most 
expensive part of the whole bath, and it 
means the application of about $150 worth 
of olive oil.’’—Selected. 


THE GREATEST CHANGE 


‘‘When water becomes ice,’’ asked the 
teacher, ‘‘what is the great change that 
takes place?’ 

‘(The greatest change, ma’am,’’ said the 
little boy, ‘‘is the change in price.’ 


APPRAISED 


Callers were at the door and Bobbie was 
told to show them into the parlor, He did 
so, and while his mother was fixing herself 
up, he sat there rather embarrassed. Pres- 
ently, seeing the visitors glancing around 
the room, he said: , 

‘‘Well, what do you think of our stuff, 
anyway?’’—Boston Transcript. 


When little John was asked what he 
would like to be when he grew up, he 
thought for a moment and then replied: 
“(Td rather be a horse than anything else; 
but if I can’t be a horse I want to be a 


steam engine.’’—M, M. B, 


A Ladies’ Auxiliary has been organized 
in Solomon’s Church, Macungie, Pa., Rev. 
Harry Donat, pastor. 


‘<T have been a subscriber to the ‘‘ Mes- 
senger’’ since 1868.’’ Charles R, Althouse, 
Sellersville, Pa. 


Rey. Franklin H. Fisher will be the 
speaker at the Philadelphia Ministerial 
meeting on next Monday morning in the 
Reformed Church Building. 


Salem Church, Frostburg, Md., has elect- 
ed Mr. J. C. Messner, a recent graduate of 
the Seminary at Lancaster, who entered 
upon his work there on last Sunday. 


Rev. Elam J. Snyder, of Quakertown, 
Pa. 
«Geneva, Paris and Versailles’? in St. 
John’s Church, Coopersburg, Pa., last week. 


Greenleaf Lodge, No. 561, F. and A. M., 
Allentown, Pa., tendered a farewell recep- 
tion to Rev. Frederick C. Seitz, D. D., pas- 
tor-elect of Second Church, Greensburg, 
Pa., on Thursday evening, May 22. 


Rev. S. F. Hartzel has accepted a call to 
the Woodcock Valley Charge, Huntingdon 
County, Pa., and has already entered upon 
his work there. His address is James 
’ Creek, Huntingdon County, Pa. 

The Thornville, Ohio, Church has voted 
its pastor, Rev. E. Bruce Jacobs, a four 
weeks’ vacation this summer, and further 
gladdened his heart by voting $100 to de- 
fray the expense. 

The Canal Winchester, Ohio, Charge in- 
creased the salary of their pastor, Rev. 
William E. Troup, on the occasion of the 
second anniversary of his pastorate among 
them. 

Mr. Ralph McKelvey, organist of Trin- 
ity Church, Philadelphia, will give a re- 
cital in Ursinus College, Collegeville, on 
Thursday evening, May 29. The affair will 
be given under the auspices of the Y. M. 
Carac 

The congregation of Des Moines, Iowa, 
ratified the arrangement whereby the pas- 
tor, Rev. O. J. Herbrecht, serves as Field 
Secretary for the State Sunday School As- 
sociation in conjunction with the pastorate 
of the Church. 

Rev. Scott V. Rohrbaugh has resigned 
the pastorate of the Waynesburg Charge, 
to accept a call from the Uniontown 


Charge, Ohio Synod. Mr. Marian Foltz, ~ 


Waynesburg, Ohio, is Secretary of the joint 
consistory. 

The commencement exercises of the 
Riegelsville, Pa., High School were held in 
the Reformed Church of that place on Fri- 
day evening, May 23. Dr. A. ©. Rother- 
mel, of the Keystone State Normal School, 
delivered the address. 

Rey. Forest E. Dager, D. D., will be the 
speaker at the commencement exercises of 
the Coplay, Pa., High School, to be held 
in Trinity Reformed ‘Church, Rey. Thomas 
H. Krick, pastor, on Thursday evening, 
June 5. 


Rev. J. N. Naly, of Tipton, Iowa, has 
been preaching a series of Sunday even- 
ing sermons on noted young girls, with 
the following subjects: ‘‘Pocohontas, or 
What Love Will Do,’’ ‘‘Princess Cofachi- 
qui, or What Greed Will Do,’’ and ‘‘Joan 
of Are, or What Consecration Will Do.’’ 


J. Ambler Williams, Esq., of Norristown, 
will be the speaker at the Memorial Day 


services to be observed in Trinity Church, © 


Skippack, on next Sunday afternoon. An 


invitation is extended to all Grand Ary. da; 


delivered an illustrated lecture on’ 
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men and soldiers and sailors who took part 
in the great World War. 

Rey. H. C. Blosser, after serving Christ 
Church, Orville, Ohio, for almost twelve 
years, has tendered his resignation, to take 
effect June 30. Applicants for the vacancy 
should address Mr. Ira Ault, Secretary of 
the Consistory, 310 North Walnut ak 
Orville, Ohio. 

Rev. I. M. Bachman, of St. Paul’s Church, 
Northampton, Pa., was one of the speakers 


at the memorial services in honor of the 


four young men of the congregation who 
died during the war, held by Zion Stone 
Church, Kreidersville, Pa., on Sunday after- 
noon, May 25. 


Rev. A. R. Bachman, of Schaefferstown, 
was one of the speakers at the Convention 
of the Lebanon County Sunday School 
Association, Schaefferstown District, held 
in Trinity Evangelical 'Church, Kleinfelters- 
ville, on Sunday, May 18. His subject was, 
“‘The Place of the Sunday School in the 
Community.’’ 


On the evening of May 22, the men of 
St. Paul’s Church, Westminster, Md., held 
their annual meeting in Davis Hall. Dr. 
L. K. Woodward presided and introduced 
the speaker, Dr. Shipley, of Baltimore. 
Rev. C. W. Walck, the pastor, and Dr. Fitz- 
hugh also made short-addresses. 


Rev. M. Loucks delivered the bacca- 
laureate sermon to the graduating class of 
the Groveport, Ohio, High School on Sun- 
day evening, May 18, in the Presbyterian 
Church of that place. Rev. Loucks is the 
regular supply of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Groveport. 


Lieut. Jacob M. Stick, a former pastor 
of the Reformed Church, now Chaplain at 
Camp Holabird, Baltimore, Md., has been 
awarded first prize by the Vir Publishing 
Company in a sermon contest among five 
hundred ministers. The sermon of Chap- 
lain Stick was on the subject, ‘‘Making 
Melody in Your Heart.’’ 


‘Commencement exercises of Mercersburg 
Academy will be held June 1 to 4. The 
baccalaureate sermon will be preached by 
Dr. Irvine on Sunday morning. In the 
evening a memorial service in honor of the 
Alumni who have died in the great War 
will be observed. Commencement day ex- 
ercises will be held on Wednesday. 


Lic. Edgar W. Kohler,of Egypt, and Miss_ 


Elizabeth M. Sechrist, of Dallastown, Pa., 
were united in marriage on last Saturday 
afternoon, by Rey. Geo. P. Stem, in North- 
ampton, Pa. Mr. Kohler is a graduate of 


the ’19 class of the Seminary at Lan-— 


caster, and has accepted a eail to St. 
Paul’s Church, Summit Hill, Pa. He was 
licensed by Lehigh Classis at its cae 
last week. 

On Sunday, May 11, a new piano was 
dedicated by Zion Sunday School, North 
Bethlehem, Pa., Rev. ©. A. Butz, Ph. Ds 


pastor. Revs. I. H. Stahr and T. C. Strock _ 
assisted in the service. Special music was 


furnished by Prof. Samuels and his orches- 
tra of Christ Church. Progress is apparent 
in every department of the Dryland Charge. 
An annex is being erected by Zion Church 
to meet the ever-growing demands of the 
congregation. 


The one hundred and ftieth anniversary — 
Saint y 


of ee Union Church, 


* showing how from the original 


‘Leslie Omwake. 


‘ine Chee Mission 


Sys, plain duiy 


gregation; those on next Sunday will be 
under the auspices of the Reformed congre- 
gation. -Rey. J. R. Rothermel is the Re- 
formed pastor. 


Mrs. 8. P. Mauger, wife of Rev. 8S. P. 
Mauger, pastor of Grace Mission, Hanover, — 
Pa., was suddenly taken ill on April 24 — 
and her condition was very serious for ten — 
days. Her daughter, Mrs. K. V. Loucks, of — 
Bellevue, Ohio, and her soa, Vernon H. 
Mauger, of Bangor, Pa., were called to the — ares 
home. At this writing, ‘she i is conyeloneesn cs 


while each day. She is growing stronger, — 
however, and good hopes are now entertain- 
ed for her recovery. =¥, 


Work has been started on the Soldiers” carts 
and Sailors’ Memorial additign to the Su 1 eth 
day School room of Trinity Church, ] 
town, Pa. Rev. J. Hamilton Smit] 
tor. The addition will be of brick a1 
oceupy the northeast corner of the Chur 
site. It will be run out flush 1 with : 
lines of the present Church structure, 
the addition will be placed a social 
The infant department quarters 
changed and the organized Bible Cl 
will occupy the quarters now taken 
the infant department. The improv 
will cost about $4,500. Bore: 


Rev. C. A. Butz, Ph. D., the newly | 
President of East Pennsylvania. 
Tuesday evening, May 13, at the 
of Classis at Stroudsburg, read 
complete history of the Classis : : 
ception in 1820 to the present time. 8, p 
ing out the various activities of the | 
in this period, presenting statist 


o 
+ 


Classis about one-fifth of the 
of the entire Church reside who « 
about $200,000 in benevolence — 
Classis decided to publish the 
it is felt that the information it e 

should be given to the Church. — |. 


High school teachers, principa 
bia cnet = of the schools of 5 


May 24, on the occasion of ‘the annual 
ucation Day’? program. ‘ean 
delivered by Principal ©. B. Pen 
of Lower Merion, Deputy ‘Sup 
Charles D. Koch, of the State 
at Harrisburg; Norbert J. Melvil 
tary of the Philadelphia Publi 
Association; Major Robert M. ~ 
Washington, D. ©., and Preside 


The report of the Mission: 
ardship Committee of | 
at the ave session held in § 
showed a steady progres ‘ 
ization in 1915: 921%4% 
apportionment paid for 19 
in full. There has been a 


committee 
report in 1 


“cong 
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ler begins his pastorate under véry favor- 
able conditions, and the reception was 
only another evidence of the purpose of 
his members, young and old, to stand back 
of him in all his efforts for the progress 
of his own congregation in particular, and 
tho. community in general. The recep- 
tion was given under the auspices of the 
Ladies’ Aid, and the committee of ar- 
rangements consisted of Mrs. ‘Clara Dick, 
Mrs. C. H. Clark and Mrs. Amiel Iind- 
inger. 

It will be cheering news to the Sunday 
School heads of our Reformed Church to 
: know that two liberal and advance offer- 
£ ings for the General Sunday School Work 
have been received in the last few days. 
Fifty dollars from Salem Reformed Church, 
Louisville, Kentucky, Rev. C. F. Kriete, 
D. D., pastor. This gift is particularly grat- 
ifying because Dr. Kriete, the pastor, has 
been a member of the Sunday School Board 


since its reorganization in 1887 and is in- 


Be timately connected with its work. The 
‘+ other gift is also for $50, from the Sunday 
3 School of Salem Reformed Church, Cincin- 
nati, Ohio. These two gifts from the 
Southwest Synod of our Reformed Church 
are a challenge to all of our schools to do 
large things on Children’s Day. How 
- many of our Sunday Schools in the three 
Eastern Synods will duplicate the offering 
rs of $50? You ean do it if you will. 


- On Wednesday night, May 21, the Mis- 
sion Band of St. Mark’s Church, Reading, 
Rev. Gustav R. Poetter, pastor, presented 
_ ‘*Tn-As-Much,’’ a Missionary Episode, to 
a large audience in the Sunday School room. 
‘Miss Clara 8. Ohlinger, assisted by Miss 
Mary Elizabeth Poetter, was in charge. 
_ The Episode was not only entertaining but 
_ highly edifying, and many favorable com- 

ments were made upon the excellent man- 

ner in which it was given. Following the 
_ Episode, a festival was held in the base- 
_ ment under the auspices of the Mission 
‘Band. The Men’s League held its annual 
banquet and Ladies’ Night on Thursday 
i night, May 22, in the basement of the Sun- 
a day School. There were present 221. Mr. 
Howard F. Kindt presided. Specht’s Or- 
thestra furnished the music. Rev. Prof. 
heodore F. Herman, D. D., delivered a 
ughtful and inspirational adaress on 
[The New Era’’ and received the closest 
highly appreciative attention of those 
resent. — 


Bishop Dr. Desiderius Baltazar, Presi- 

of the Conventus, the highest admin- 
rative body governing the affairs of the 
ormed Church in Hungary, bishop of 
largest diocese, was executed on 
ut the 20th of May by Bolshevik 
ts in Budapest. Bishop Baltazar was 
the most progressive and most dem- 


_-—sONEED THIS SPRING 


Good Tonic Medicine, Nerve Builder 
and Blood Purifier 

ater than ever before. 

6 nervous strain, worry and anxiety 
ed by the war 5 ; 

e debilitating effects of the terrible 
a, grip and pneumonia,— 
depletion of the blood by indoor life 
‘tremendously overdrawn the re- 
rength of nearly every man and 


Key ee ‘ 


Hood’s Sarsaparilla, more of a neces- 
now than ever before. 
I impure, exhausted blood, and 
xtreme tired feeling sure to 
yourself now. 
recover your lost strength 
arsaparilla, the stand- 
and blood purifier, 
etite, aids diges- 
‘Remember Hood’s 
eee 


ocratic leaders both in the political and re- 
ligious life of Hungary. He was admired 
for his talents even by his opponents. He 
was the bishop of the largest Protestant 
Synod in Hungary, over a million souls 
having been under his care. He also was 
President of the Coventus. Dr. Baltazar 
intended to visit the United States as soon 
as peace was signed in order to come to 
an understanding with the officials of the 
Reformed Church and of the Presbyterian 
Church concerning the administration and 
support of the Hungarian Missions that 
belonged hitherto to the Conventus. His 
untimely death is a loss to the cause, as 
Dr. Baltazar was a man who possessed rare 
qualifications to solve the most intricate 
problems in Church administration. Dr. 
Baltazar was a schoolmate and close friend 
of Dr. Alex. Harsanyi, of Homestead, Pa., 
the editor of the Hungarian-American Re- 
formed Church paper, and of Rev. Stev. 
Virag, of East ‘Chicago, Ind. 


‘““CEDAR CREST, ’’ THE COLLEGE FOR 
WOMEN, ALLENTOWN, PA. 


A Visit to Catawba College 


When Dr. Wolfinger, the President of 
Catawba College, wired me to promise to 
deliver the commencement address at 
Catawba College on May 21st, I noticed 
that my list of appointments for May was 
already too full. My first impulse was to 
tell him so. Upon second thought, I ac- 
cepted the invitation and arranged to meet 
the appointment. In a sense my accept- 
ance was selfish; I had never visited our 
Chureh in North Carolina; I have been 
interested in the work in Catawba Col- 
lege; I admire the spirit of those people, 
and I confess I was anxious to meet them. 
Of course, on my trip from Allentown to 
Newton, I centered my mind on what I 
wanted to say; then what I saw became 
secondary. 


I arrived in Newton early in the morn- 
ing. I was so busy talking with trav- 
elers that I almost forgot my destination. 
The porter sang out, ‘‘Where’s the man 
who’s getting off at Newton?’’?’ When I 
stepped from ‘the train, I discovered that 
the conductor was holding the train for my 
special convenience. I immédiately had a 
taste of Southern hospitality. Dr. Wol- 
finger and Brother Palmer welcomed me to 
the town and conducted me to the presi- 
dent’s home, where I had breakfast with 
him, his wife and daughter. From there 
I visited the barber shop, and on my way 
noticed in the windows of every business 
place a card announcing the following: 
‘*Closed from 10 to 12.30 to attend the 
commencement exercises at Catawba Col- 
lege.’? I asked Dr. Wolfinger to allow 
me to work my own way to the College, 
and I experienced the rare privilege of one 
college president visiting the campus of 
another college for the first time. Before 
the exercises, I was informed by one ot 
the members of the Faculty that I deliv- 
ered the commencement address in Penn- 
sylvania when she graduated from high 
school. The exercises were held in their 
splendid auditorium, which was so well 
filled that Dr. Wolfinger helped the ushers 
from the platform to find vacant seats 
for the people who remained standing. At 
12 o’clock I was presented and received by 
a very unusually attentive and apprecia- 


tive audience. How patient they were and 


how responsive to what I tried to say! 
After commencement exercises, I had the 
privilege of attending the Alumni lunch- 
eon, where the heart of the Catawba Col- 
lege manifested itself. There were the 
professors and business men of Newton, 
the graduates, the Faculty, and the friends 
of the College. I noticed the cheerful, op- 
timistic attitude of all towards the work 
They are conscious 


Do you really desire the coming of the 
Kingdom? 


You may pray for the coming of the 
Kingdom, as we should daily but, after all, 
the Kingdom can come only through the 
GATEWAY OF CHILDHOOD. 


Twelve to sixteen the critical age. 


Seventy per cent. of all Church accessions 
made under twenty years of age. 


96% under twenty-five years of age, 


More than 80% of Church additions come 
from the Sunday School. 


The Sunday School is the Church’s best 
agency for evangelism, for missions, for 
education and for service. 


There are more children in the United 
States not receiving religious education of 
any kind than there are enrolled in all the 
Sunday Schools. 


The Educational and Missionary Depart- 
ment of your Publication and Sunday 
School Board is your representative in do- 
ing this work, by helping and inspiring all 
the schools of the Church and by expand- 
ing the work and infiuence of the Church 
through the home and the Sunday School, 


If you desire the coming of the Kingdom, 


_ pray for the work and make a liberal offer- 


ing on CHILDREN’S DAY. 


eous, willing and consecrated to her fu- 
ture development. Dr. Wolfinger has won 
the hearts of those people, and they are 
following his lead with confidence. When 
Dr. Murphy, in response to a toast, chal- 
lenged the devotion and loyalty of the 
graduates, I was moved by the _ spon- 
taneity with which his audience applauded 
in accepting the challenge. In the 
afternoon Professor Whisenhunt invited 
Mr. Peeler, a member of the Faculty and 
a teacher who is proud of the fact that 
three of the leading county officials were 
his former pupils, the gracious and warm- 
hearted Southerner to accompany him in 
showing me the country. We went to 
Hickory and were headed for the agricul- 
tural section and that district where you 
hit the ‘‘Lutz Dutch Dairy Farms.’’ At 
the same time we hit the red elay mud, 
with its unusual proportion of mica. In 
the midst of it the Buick refused to go 
farther. We finally prevailed upon her to 
attempt to turn around; she did her level 
best, and so did we. She snorted, we lift- 
ed, pulled, pried, procked, perspired, pulled, 
and a few other things that you cannot 
describe in words. Two suits were bap- 
tized with real red clay mud. With South- 
ern tenacity, we finally pulled out and 
headed for Newton, a bit fearful that we 
might miss the train. Brother Peeler es- 
corted us to Salisbury, where we met his 
daughter and his baby boy, and he kindly 
arranged for a berth which seemed hard 
to get. 

I enjoyed my visit. In the future my 
sympathetic prayers will go out towards 
those people in their difficulty and com- 
mendable work in the Southern mission- 
ary territory of our Church. 


William F. Curtis 


gee se a ee) Poe 


BF 


en oe basa 


REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER 


News of the Woman’s Missionary Society 
[Send Communications to Mrs. E. W. Lentz, Bangor, Pa.] 


G>~-—— 


The Home Mission text-book, ‘‘ Christian 
Organization a Task for the Churches,’’ is 
ready for distribution. The projected 
autumn and early winter program of the 
W. M.S. will be based upon this study, and 
women are urged to read the book during 
the summer. 


A few members of the W. M. S. East 
Pennsylvania Classis heard the address on 
‘‘The Forward Movement in the Reformed 
Church,’’ by Dr. Theodore Herman, of Lan- 
easter, delivered before the annual meet- 
ing of the Classis of East Pennsylvania 
which convened at Stroudsburg. On the 
afternoon of May 14, an informal meeting 
was held with some of the women of the 
local congregation, looking toward the or- 
ganization of a W. M. 8. Arrangements 
have been made for a summer organization 
under the direction of Mrs. O. H. E. Rauch, 
the retiring President of East Pennsyl- 
vania Classis. Mrs. Rauch was formerly 
mistress in the Stroudsburg manse, and it 
is a beautiful tribute to be invited by the 
women to help in this forward movement. 


Annual Meeting of the W. M. S. Tohickon 
Classis 


The annual meeting of the W. M. 8. 
Tohickon Classis was held in the Church 
at Perkasie, Pa., Rev. A. G. Peters, pastor, 
on April 10, 1919. The President, Mrs. J. 
A. Mertz, called the meeting to order, Mrs. 
Warren Peters, of Perkasie, gave the wel- 
come address, to which Mrs. J. J. Rothtrock, 
of Landsdale, responded. 

All the officers but one responded to the 
roll call, and delegates were present from 
the 25 Churches represented in the 
Woman’s Missionary work. Statistics 
showed an increase in membership, budget, 
‘‘Outlook of Missions’? and Thank Offer- 
ing. One new W. M.S. was organized at 
Souderton. During the afternoon a new 
constitution was adopted by the W. M. 8. 
Tohickon Classis. 


The following officers were elected: Presi- 
dent, Mrs. E. E. Althouse, Seliersville; 
First Vice-President, Mrs. E. K. Moyer, 
Perkasie; Second Vice-President, Mrs. J. 
G. Dubbs, Bethlehem, South Side; Record- 
ing Secretary, Mrs. William Rufe, Riegels- 
ville; Corresponding Secretary; Mrs. G. R. 
Greger, Landsdale; Statistical Secretary, 
Mrs. E. J. Snyder, Quakertown; Treasurer, 
Miss Isabella Scheetz, Quakertown. 

At the afternoon session, Mrs. Horace 
Lequear spoke of her work in China and 
China’s greatest needs. Rev. Charles E. 
Schaeffer, of the Board of Home Missions, 
spoke in the evening. 


Mrs. G. R. Greger, 
Corresponding Secretary. 


West Susquehanna Items 


Tho following officers were elected at the 
recent annual meeting of the above ‘Classis: 
President, Miss Anna Froelich, State 
Normal School, Lock Haven, Pa.; Vice- 
President, Miss Lydia Gutelius, Mifflins- 
burg; Secretary, Miss Mabel Meyers, Cas- 
tanea; Treasurer, Mrs, Katherine Phillips, 
Aaronsburg. The following Secretaries of 
Departments were appointed: Literature, 
Mrs. Alice Parvin; Y. W. M. A., Mrs. R. R. 

- Jones; Mission Band, Mrs. U. R. Swengle; 
Thank Offering, Miss Jennie Bilger; Life 
Members and Members in Memoriam, Mrs. 
William T. Knecht. 

Three Members in Memoriam were re- 


ported, two from Selinsgrove and one from 
Lock Haven: Mis. Sephares Gemberling, 
Miss Sarah Adelia Gembberling, and Mrs. 
Mary Hilert-Houser. 

The recruiting campaign was very en- 
couraging. Four new societies were or- 
ganized in local Churches, some of the 17 
old societies conducted recruiting cam- 
paigns and these more than doubled their 
membership. ; 


The Meeting in Lexington, N. C. 


The meeting of the W. M. S. of North 
Carolina Classis held in Lexington April 23, 
24, was one of the very best ever held. In 
point of attendance it far surpassed any 
previous meeting, about 80 delegates and 
visitors being reported, but delegates from 
Mission Bands were very few, presumably 
on account of the meetings being held while 
the schools are still running. 

The day sessions were held in the splen- 
did Sunday school building, which was an 
ideal setting for the convention. During 
the meeting Rev. Ward Hartman, of the 
China Mission, gave several splendid ad- 
dresses and on Wednesday night exhibited 
a number of Chinese curios. Rev. W. OC. 
Lyerly made a timely address on Thursday 
night following a play by four young ladies 
in the interest of the ‘‘Outlook of Mis- 
sions.’’ The presence of Mr. Sterling 
Whitener, Mr. Frank Fesperman and Miss 
May Fisher, who are to go to the foreign 
field as our first missionaries from North 
‘Carolina Classis, was very inspiring and 
helpful.. A goodly number of ministers 
were in attendance and their interest was 
highly appreciated. The case of the two 
Japanese orphans first presented by Mrs. 


‘Schneder, was presented by Miss Hedrick 


and $132 was subscribed for their support 
by individuals. The Treasurer’s report was 
unusually interesting—more than $2,000 
having been sent in the past year. This 
amount includes a $500 Church-building 


Fund and the Thank Offering, which was 


something over $500. 


The following officers were re-elected: 
President, Miss Ida Hedrick, Lexington; 
Vice-President, Mrs. C. C. Bost, Hickory; 
Recording Secretary, Mrs. L. A. Peeler, 
Newton; Treasurer, Mrs. G. T. Crowell, 
Concord; Corresponding Secretary, Mrs. J. 
T. Hedrick, Lexington. The convention 
will meet next year in China Grove with 
the two congregations, Landis and China 


Grove. as entertainers. : 


Wilson College Summer School of Missions 


Our minds are turning toward the beauti- 
ful county seat of Franklin County. Im- 
pressions are renewing themselves in our 
memory. The historic town, with no trace 


' left of the fire and pillage of an invading 


army, save the story in marble in the 
square, beckons us to come again, from 
June 28 to July 7. 

Ten days to refill our vessels! The de. 
mands of the normal missionary activities 
necessitate a periodical inhalation of a 
highly charged spiritual atmosphere. The 
Summer School of Missions provides this. 


The following women and men will inter- | 


pret the meaning and methods of the things 
which have spelled success in their lives: 
Mrs. Henry W. Peabody, Mrs. Helen Bar- 
rett Montgomery, Bishop William F. Me- 
Dowell, Doctor C. L. Barton, Dr. C. E. 
Brooks, and representatives of the ‘Inter- 
church Movement. 

Mrs. Irene A. Anewalt is the i reproment- 


‘Life Annuity Boal 


| May 29, 1919, 


Will You Give Your 
Vacation to the 
Church Chis Summer? 


Unusually great opportunities are await- 
ing the consecrated young life of the Re- 
formed Church. At the Summer Missionary _ 
Conferences the ways are pointed out how 
to invest life to best advantage. Thousands 
of the most talented, most enthusiastic, 
most earnest young people of our denom- 
ination are needed to help in the completion 
of the unfinished task. y ‘a 


The completed schedule of the Mission- 
ary Conferences for this season follows: 


Heidelberg era soeee! Tiffin, O., July © 
21 to 28. 


Hood College, Frederick, Md., aay 21 
to 28. 


Catawba College, Newton, N. C., July 29 
to August 3. go 


Theological Seminara 
August 2 to 9. 


Ridgeview Park, Pa., August 4 to 11, 

Ursinus College, Collegeville, Pa., August aa 
11 to 18, Che 

Mission House, near Plymouth, Wis, : : 
August 18 to 25. 


Y. W. C. A., Indianapolis, Ind, Anges,” 
27 to 31. 


For information as to program, raters 
etc., write John H. Poorman, 304 app 
Church Building, Fifteenth and Ra 
streets, Philadelphia, Pa. ait) 


- Lancaster, Pa, . 


ee J 
Rates of Interest 5 to 8%, according td 
age of annuitant. - ieee oi x : 


Remember the work of the ‘‘Board 1 oY 


Cares for the Children’ in your will. 


Better still, increase Sone income. ; 
make a safe investment by taking an 


ANNUITY BOND a 
The principal is secured by valuable ¢ 
real estate, 


The income is sure for life, for the 
fit of yourself and another if you sir 


If, you are living on your income | 
have but one heir, there is no bett, 
to safeguard your principal while yo 


benefit of another, than by 
ANNUITY BOND. 


tive on the Wilson College School of Mis- 

sions Committee from our W. M. 8S. G. 8S. 

and she desires interested persons to com- 

- _ municate with her concerning rates, ete. 

Applications for rooms should be sent early. 

f Rooms are assigned in the order in which 

7 applications are received. Write to Mrs. 

iA Irene A. Anewalt, 814 Walnut street, Al- 
< lentown, for registration blanks. 


Will the ‘‘Outer Fringe’’ Satisfy Us? 


The Forward Movement in the Reformed 
Church must enlist the talent and executive 
ability of the women of the W. M. §. if 
the organization is to rise to its oppor- 
tunity of service and education. In 1917 
the membership of the society was 12,109. 
The membership in 1920 will register the 
response of the organization to the one 
general effort of the triennium. The total 
of all funds for the past triennium was 
$101,327.26. The total of the two years 
73 of the present triennium is $90,929.63—a 

eredible and normal inerease, but hardly a 

response to the spirit of the times. To 

move side by side on the highway of serv- 

ice with our sister denominations or to be 

in the ‘‘outer fringe of’’ of the proces- 
~ sion. That is the question. 


PHOEBE DEACONESS HOME, ALLEN- 
TOWN, PA. 


=#* Rey. Robert M. Kern, Superintendent 


’Phone message from a Philadelphia 
man: ‘‘My wife and I expect to come to 
Donation Day, June 19th, and she is going 
to become a corporation member, and one 
year later I think you will get the old 
man.’’? This we consider very good news. 
The man is interested in our Home and 
frequently in passing through Allentown 
he inquires. We like this very much. We 
also hope there will be many more to be- 
come corporation members between now 
and Donation Day. 

The ladies are busy planning for Dona- 
tion Day. They gather things in the city 
and secure autos to go out into the rural 
sections to gather donations from our con- 
 stituency there. 

_ The Pioneer Band has been engaged for 
the great day, making it absolutely sure 
that we will have good music. We have 
not heard so very much from the various 
auxiliaries, but we have every reason to 
—_ 


+. 


As already explained, each of the sixty- 
two classes of the Church had assigned 
to it a speaker who was to bring the 
message of the General Synod, preferably 
out of his own experience as one present 
at its special session in Altoona. The 
_ pastor loci was informed of the appoint- 
‘ment of this man and given his name, and 
was asked to see that place was given him 
on the program. Thus contract was estab- 
hed between the two and each was asked 
report the result back to the Executive 
etary of the Forward Movement. We 
© thus far heard of no failure in the 
an and we hope there has been none. A 
tle difficulty was experienced where the 
1arge entertaining Classis happened to be 
ant, but we tried to overcome this. 
ere was not, to our knowledge, a com- 
ae ‘sent directly from General 

to the Classes, nor any specific ac- 
asked of them. This is said in answer 
orethren who quote stated clerks 
without a direct communication 
nod. It was generally under- 
he General Synod represented 
Thureh, that the Commission it 
as instructed to proceed with 
ent as it might deem best 
authority or concurrence 


a 
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believe that they are planning to do their 
share on a large scale. Everybody knows 
that when prices go up in foodstuffs, ete., 
they also hit the Old Folks’ Home quite 
as promptly as any private home; propor- 
tionately, much harder, because our family 
is so much larger. 


Our family is well, with the exception of 
Miss Anthony, and she is very much im- 
proved. They are all beginning to look 
forward to Donation Day, when many of 
their friends will come to see them. 


Mr. O. B. J. Haines resumed his Sunday 
School sessions a few Sundays ago. Mr. 
Haines has conducted Sunday School dur- 
ing the months of June, July and August 
for many years. At this time of the year 
he can do this without interfering’ with 
his many duties in his own Church and 
Sunday School. The old folks love to hear 
him and the arrangement is_ perfectly 
agreeable and satisfactory. 


Our matron, Miss Hauser, attended the 
Seminary Commencement at Lancaster, Pa. 


A VISIT TO THE MISSION HOUSE 


It was the privilege of the Secretary of 
the Publication and Sunday School Board 
to visit the Mission House, Plymouth, Wis- 
consin, May 19-22. 

He delivered three (3) addresses to the 


‘student body, and led two prayer services. 


It was also his privilege to meet with the 
Faculty. This institution is doing a really 
great work for the Reformed Church. The 
total enrollment in the several departments 
for the year was 100, 


The theological students are stalwart, 
earnest, bright men. 

The splendid new fireproof dormitory 
and the new professors’ house, the large 
grounds, ete., give promise of greatly added 
usefulness in the years to come. The Sun- 
day School work was given a fine hearing, 
The writer is grateful to Dr. Hofer, the 
President, and the members of the Fac- 
ulty and the House Father, Rev. Gater- 
mann, for entertainment and rare fellow- 
ship. 

The institution is sending broadcast its 
influence in the great Northwest. It needs 
and deserves hearty support and large en- 
dowment from the entire Reformed Church. 


R. W. M. 


The Forward Movement and the Classes 


by the Classes. The Commission sfter or- 
ganizing and selecting the name, ‘‘ Forward 
Movement,’’ as one of its first acts, sent 
a letter to every pastor and minister of 


* the Church communicating the message of 


the Synod and of the Forward Movement, 
and asked that he present it to his people. 
Thus specific endorsement of the move- 
ment was not sought, but very direct and 
prompt action was taken looking to the 
projection of its message to every pastor, 
and through him to his people, and through 
a General Synod delegate or visitor, to 
every Classis. 

Reports are now coming in from these 
classical messengers. All report concern- 
ing the Forward Movement that the audi- 
ences ‘‘ heard the word gladly.’’? No one 
can yet speak of the movement with au- 
thority, and it is entirely too early to pro- 
nounce a judgment for or against. Thero 
is in it everything that is active and hope- 
ful within the Reformed Church, and as 
such it should arouse our fondest hopes 
and challenge our most enthusiastic sup- 
port. But as an intellectual proposition, 
there are not as yet many points with 
which one can establish contact. Later 
these will. develop, especially when the 
departmental secretaries begin to issue mes- 
sages and challenges. At the present stage 


— 
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VICTORY 
MEDAL 


ANY 
Churches, Sunday Schools, Young Peo- 
ple’s Societies and-similar organizations, 

regarding a befitting testimonial which could 
be presented to the young men in honor of 
their service to the country. 


inquiries have been received from 


Realizing that there would continue to be a 
demand for a token of appreciation to be given 
to each one of these gallant young men who 
so willingly served the country and defended 
its ideals during the greatest of all wars, we 
have designed an exquisite solid bronze medal, 
significant of Victory. The design of this 
medal is unusually distinctive and appropriate 
and the sentimental value of the medal will 
increase as the years unfold, and it will be 
greatly treasured. Unfortunately the illustra- 
tion does not give an adequate idea of the ex- 
cellent workmanship and beauty of the design. 


This medal has been produced in two styles, 
as follows: 
Design C—Like illustration. 
Reverse side contains design of Conquest 
and U. S. Flags, Cross and Eagle, with an 
inscription arranged as follows: 


1917. 1918. 


Presented by 
(Here may be inserted name of Church or 
individual) 
To her loyal sons who gave their service in 
the World War for righteousness and freedom. 


$1.50 each, postpaid. 
letter extra. 


Engraving, 3 cents a 


Design B—Like illustration, but without the 
inscription on the back, so that a special in- 
scription can be engraved. Space is provided 
for about one hundred letters, making it possi- 
ble to insert the name of the Church and of 
the individual. Price, without inscription, 
Price, $1.50 each, postpaid. Engraving, 3 cents 
a letter extra. 


Honor Roll Tablets 


OUR HONOR ROLL—the tablet which is 
to record for generations to come the 
unselfish service, the patriotism and the 

sacrifice of the men of America, should be of 
bronze. 


We are in a position to furnish Bronze 
Honor Roll Tablets and will be glad to submit 
drawings and quotations if you will kindly 
send us a list of the names to be inscribed 
thereon. 


Publication and Sunday School Board 


of the Reformed Church 
15th and Race Sts., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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the movement desires to recruit the largest 
possible number of friends who will mani- 
fest toward it faith and hope and charity. 

Their faith will be fully justified, their 
hope will be adequately fulfilled, and their 


charity will give pace to whole-hearted 
love. 

The Exceutive Secretary could only 
cover a few Classes personally, and to 


them he attempted merely to answer some 
of the characteristic questions that are 
arising just now. Careful readers of the 
Church papers will find much of this in 
recent communications to their columns. 
The intellectual reaction to such addresses, 
as already stated, cannot be conspicuous 
or adequate, but the moral response is 


quite widespread and genuine. Everyone 
seems glad to hear something about the 
Forward Movement and to wish it well. 
‘I’m for it’’ as the title for a button 
would find quite an army of wearers. 
Who will be the first to respond to the 

recent challenge to tell us what you think 
the Forward Movement is or should be? 
The mail man has found us, the telephone 
directory designates us ‘‘Loeust 1717’? 
(which is quite youthful and virile), and 
the elevator man knows that we express 
ourselves to the top floor. So there are 
sundry lines of approach. Let us hear 
from you. 

Joseph H. Apple 

Executive Secretary 
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NEWS OF THE WEEK 


A Historic Event—The first aerial flight 
across the Atlantic Ocean will no doubt 
be remembered as a special event in his- 
tory, just as the crossing of the same wide 
water by the first steamship a hundred 
years ago is remembered. 


In May, 1819, the Savannah made the 
first steam-propelled voyage across the At- 
lantic—from New York to Liverpool. Up 
to that time the use of steam power had 
been growing for some decades, but rail- 
roads were still unknown and the great 
factories with their steam-driven machin- 
ery were just making a beginning. Since 
then it is well known how steam power 
has transformed the industrial and com: 
mercial world. The Savannah did little 
else than demonstrate that transatlantic 
steam navigation was feasible. She was a 
small vessel of 320:tons, and it required 
twenty-five days to make the voyage. We 
now have ‘‘ocean greyhounds’’ of more 
than 50,000 tons crossing in less than five 
days. Will there be an equal improvement 
in making the voyage in the air? 


It is nearly thirty years since Professor 
Langley established the principle of navi 
gating the air with a heavier-than-air ma- 
chine, and it is about twenty years since 
the Wright brothers made the first prac- 
tical demonstration with the flying ma- 
chine. Since then the improvements in 
flying have been far more rapid than the 
improvements in the use of steam during 
an equal period a hundred years ago. The 
Great War proved a wonderful stimulus 
in aerial navigation, and every year, and 
almost every month, witnesses progress in 
perfecting the air service. Some are bold 
enough to predict that within a year or 
two there will be regular air route service 
across the Atlantic. 


However, as mentioned in this column 
some weeks ago, the dirigible airship may 
surpass the aeroplane in its future de- 
velopment, as it has some notable advan- 
tages over the latter. 

Future of the Turk—One of the gravest 
questions that the Peace Conference of 
Paris has yet to decide is the disposition 
of Turkey in Europe. It seems to be gen- 
erally agreed that the reign of the Turk 
in Southeastern Europe has come to an 
end, and that even the proud city of Con- 
stantinople must pass back into the hands 
of the Christian powers. This city has 
been governed by the Turks since 1453. 

Five hundred years ago the Turks were 
a menace to Europe in a degree that we 
of this generation can scarcely compre- 
hend. They had already had a foothold 
in the Balkan region for 100 years before 
the fall of Constantinople. After the fall 
of that city in 1453, the Turks were a very 


real menace to Christian Europe for hun- 
dreds of years. They gained entire control 
of Hungary, and on one occasion besieged 
Vienna. But at length they began to lose 
ground and have been losing from that 
day to the present. The last stage has 
come with the Great War. The Turks, 
who are essentially an Asiatic people, will 
very likely be forced to give up their pos- 
sessions in Europe. What has been Tur- 
key in Europe will probably be divided 
into two parts, one of which will go to 
Greece, and the other, which will include 
Constantinople, will probably become in- 
ternationalized. 

It might be said in this connection that 
Mohammedanism, as compared with Chris: 
tianism, has been a very heavy loser by 
the Great War. The only important Mo- 
hammedan country in the world, Turkey, 
has fallen to pieces, and the official head 


of the Mohammedan world, the Sultan of- 


Turkey, has become as near a nobody as 
the German Kaiser. Even Palestine, which 
has been under Mohammedan rule for 
1,200 years, has gone back to the Christian 
powers, and outside of Arabia, the origi- 
nal home of the Moslems, the vast ma- 
jority of Mohammedans are under Chris- 
tian government. The truth is that the 
followers of the prophet, while excellent 
fighters, are miserably poor governors, and 
they have never bueceetea in sor Cre 
any nation well. 


The President’s Mosdageaation ease con- 


vened in special session on May 19th. Next. 
day the President’s message, cabled from 


Paris, was read to both houses. It is rec- 
ommended in the message that the reil- 
roads be handed back to their owners at 
the end of the year, and that the tele- 
graphs and telephones be returned still 
sooner to their owners. The President ad- 
vises that the new dye industry which grew 
up during the war be protected by a tariff, 
but deprecates any general revision of the 
tariff. It is expected that the new Con- 
gress will soon grapple with the Peace 
Treaty, but the fate of the treaty in the 
United States Senate hangs in the bal- 
ance. 

Gifts of Children—Through the Junior 
Red Cross, the American school children 
will be asked to contribute one million 
dollars for the relief of child victims of 
the war in Europe. 
is to be built on Mt. Zion, at Jerusalem, 
and is to be opened sits children of all 
Syne : 


_ to a more orderly government. It is 


A large orphans’ home ~ 


are in sympathy with their work, but in 
no way connected with it. 

Presbyterian Lay Moderator—At the 
recent convention of the Presbyterian 
General Assembly, Mr. John Willis Baer 
was elected Moderator. This is the first 
instance of a layman being elected to this 
office. Mr. Baer has been very prominent 
and active in Church work for many years, — 
Though a banker by occupation, he has — 
traveled over Europe, Asia and Africa, 
making speeches in the interest of the 
Church. x it 

The Prohibition Law—The law passed 
last year to prohibit the manufacture and — 
sale of intoxicating liquors is to go into — 
effect on July 1st. But there is a move-— 
ment to repeal the law with respect to 
wines and beer, and President Wilson ree 
ommends this in his message. If the law 
is repealed, the manufacture and sale of 
wine and beer will continue until January * es 
16, 1920, when the national aetna 2S 
amendment will go into effect. q 


Harry G. Hawker—No more daring feat * 
was ever attempted than that of Harry 
G. Hawker, an Australian, and his friend, 
Commander Grieve, when they set out May | 
18th to fly across the Atlantic, from Ne 
foundland to Ireland, in an airplane | 
with no provision for accident, a di 
of nearly 2,200 miles. They were 
up by a Danish steamship, on M 
May 19, 1,110 miles from Newfoundland 
where they were obliged to alight on on. th 
water, their engine failing to f 
properly. 

Woman Suffrage—One of the vette 
ures to be introduced in the new Con 
was the Woman Suffrage Amendment 
the Constitution. It will be rememb 
that this measure passed the House iz 


masoriby: ous that it twice failed t 
the Senate. It is believed by frien 
the amendment that it will pass 
ate this time, and, if so, it will | 
the States for. ratification. 
-,Action of the German Ca’ 
German Cabinet, on May 21, by a un 
mous vote, decided to reject. the term 
the Peace Treaty, declaring that he ] 


and moral degradation of the v 
man nation.’? They base thei 
largely on the fact, as they say, 
signed the armistice in Novem 
the understanding that the peace 
ranged later was to be based 
dent Wilson’s fourteen points, w 
‘declare, have been disregarded 
"Peace Conference. me 

Hungary and the Bolshevists—T 
of Bolshevism that swept over Hu 
a few weeks ago is rapidly giving 


that the Soveit government is in 
but it has become sobered and see: 
ious to maintain a standing - am 
nations. 
SUNDAY SCHOOL ANNIVEE 

INDIANAPOLIS, INDI. 


The eight Churches and | 
of the Reformed Church vile 


union gatherings May | 3 
the occasion of preps: 
anniversary of 
School Work of the 
a discussion of ‘ene ct 
Campaign. : Ppt 
On Saturday | evening 
officers and teach 
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of the Indianapolis Church Federation, 
spoke on the prayer meeting. And Dr. 
Rufus W. Miller spoke on the Sunday 


School, and he also conducted the Round 
Table Discussion. 
On Sunday morning Dr. Miller taught 


' the Men’s Bible Class, spoke to the Sunday 
School and delivered the sermon in Emman- 
uel Reformed Church, Rev. W. H. Knierim, 

_ the efficient pastor. 


In the evening, the union service was 
held in St. John’s ‘Church. The spacious 
auditorium was filled. The Butler Memo- 
rial Church choir led the singing and ren- 
dered splendid anthems. Dr. Miller gave 
the anniversary address. Following this, 
Rev. M. Vitz referred feelingly to the la- 

. bors of Dr. Miller and presented him in 

the name of the Reformed Churches of the 
eity twenty-five dollars as a token of ap- 
preciation of his twenty-five years of serv- 
ice. Dr. Miller was taken completely by 
surprise. 

. Reverends Settlage, Grauel, Knierim and 
Roeck participated in the same. Great en- 
thusiasm was manifested. It is most evi- 

- dent the Reformed Churches of Indianapo- 

lis are prospering and are giving special 
attention to Sunday School work. 


COMMITTEE ON BOUNDARIES OF 
SYNODS AND CLASSES 


The Committee appointed at the special 
meeting of General Synod at Altoona, Pa., 
to work out a plan for the realignment 
of the Synodical and Classical boundaries 
will meet at the Y. M. C. A., Indianapolis, 
_ dnd., July 9,-1919, at 9.00 A. M. 

All the members of this Committee are 
Derirged to come to this meeting. 


oe 


. . The special committees of Ohio Synod 
and Central Synod on boundaries are in- 
_ -wited to come to this meeting. ; 

ea: Cc. F. Kriete 


President 


cS Louisville, Ky.. 


THE SPIRITUAL CONFERENCE 


ees The twenty-ninth annual assembly for 
_ §$Spiritual Conference will be held this year 
Bs from July 28 to August 1 in the New 
_ Academy Building, at Lancaster, Pa., where 
it has been most acceptably entertained for 
bat number of years. The program is ready 
for the printers. The ‘Committee feels 
that it has succeeded in preparing a pro- 
gram that is bound to measure up to, 
if not far exceed, that of any previous 
Conference. Ministers and interested lay- 
en should make note of the date of this 
onference and make plans to attend. The 
lace is Franklin and Marshall Academy, 
ancaster, Pa.; the time July 28 to 
Beust ols 
Oswin S. Frantz 
Secretary 


in Full 


‘Tt was truly a blessed meeting of 
lassis.’’ ‘The result is glorious.’’? ‘‘T 
ave never attended a meeting of a Classis 
which there was such mutual harmony 
ood-will, as the annual sessions just 
osed at Tremont.’’ These were some of 
comments made regarding the meeting 
huylkill Classis this year. Every one 
ed to rejoice that the Classis had paid 
pportionment in full. 
uylkill Classis has made a most re- 
able record during the last few years. 
Spann. paid on the general apportion- 
has been doubled since 1914, and the 
yr Home + and Foreign ’ Missions 
Ls are 
's Classis used. to cut down 
Ppo Pacha to be ‘‘ac- 


ore than doubled. In — 


cepted,’’ but when the ‘Classis accepted the 
full apportionment the congregations be- 
gan to pay in larger numbers, and this 
year the whole apportionment was paid. 
There has been an increase. 

This Classis was unwilling to have a 
Classical Missionary and Stewardship Com- 
mittee until 1916, when it appointed an ag- 
gressive committee of three members, with 
Rey. Moses A. Kieffer as Chairman. He 
has remained Chairman of the Committee, 
which in 1918 was increased to five mem- 
bers. The other members of the Committee 
this year were Reverends J. Arthur Schaef- 
fer (Treasurer of the ‘Classis) and Arthur 
C. Thompson, and Elders Ed. R. Scherr and 
E. H. Scheirer. While the Classical Com- 
mittee led the way, they have had the full 
support of all of the ministers of the 
Classis, without which they could not have 


' succeeded. 


Recognizing that the pastor is the key 
to the situation and that their co-opera- 
tion is essential, a meeting of the ministers 
of the Classis was held each month. The 
Classical Committee held personal confer- 
ences and sent out written communications, 
as well as an annual printed digest. This 
folder—one of the best prepared by any 
Classis of the Church—was of the greatest 
help to all of the congregations of the 
Classis. 


4 


whole Classis. 


| 21 


It is interesting to notice that while 
the Classis paid $3,111.00 more than last 
year, there were other increases in benevo- 
lence, making a total gain of $5,411 over 
last year, and bringing the total benevo- 
lence to $22,507 for this year. The contri- 
butions of congregations for congregational 
purposes not only did not suffer, but were 
$6,783 more than last year, making this 
amount $59,872 for the year, from a mem- 
bership of 7,654. The whole Church will 
rejoice that eight ministers of the Classis 
received increases in salary totaling $2,090. 
This is a well-balanced financial report for 
the year. 

What Schuylkill Classis has done this 
year every Classis of the Church can do 
next year, if the ministers and the leading 
laymen of the Classis will go about the 
work in the right spirit. The leadership of 
an earnest Classical Missionary and Stew- 
ardship Committee may be necessary, but 
they must have the cordial support of the 
The result will be, as it 4s 
in every congregation, that the ‘spiritual 
blessings that follow from this work will 
be greater than the financial increases. 
The whole apportionment is needed and 
should be raised, but in raising it congre- 
gations and Classes are raised “to a higher 
spiritual level. 


William E. Lampe 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D. D., Lancaster, Pa. 


Whitsunday, June 8, 1919. 
OBEDIENCE 
Matthew 7: 16-29. 


Golden Text—Ye are my friends, if ye 
do whatsoever I command you. John 15: 
14, 


Lesson Outline—1. Two Prophets. 2. Two 
Disciples. 3. Two Builders. 


Our lesson on ‘‘Obedience’’ is taken 
from the Sermon on the Mount. It forms 
the conclusion of that great discourse. Its 
theme is the ideal life of the members of 
the kingdom. This ideal life, rooted in 
faith and resulting in true happiness, Jesus 
describes, illustrates, and contrasts with 
the religious and moral life of the Phari- 
sees. The Master closes His sermon with 
exhortations and warnings. 


These final warnings are found both in 
Matthew and Luke (Matthew 7: 1-29; 
Luke 6: 39-49). They are clothed in pic- 
torial language. They abound with figures 
of speech. Eyes, motes, trees, thorns, trcas- 
ures, and builders seem to form a strange 
medley. But they all picture one central 


truth, viz., ‘‘Be ye doers of the word, and ~ 


not hearers only.’’ They are vivid sum- 
maries of Jesus’ withering contempt of 
sham and pretense in religion, and of His 
constant emphasis on reality and sincerity. 
Thus the Master Himself marks the su- 
preme importance of obedience. It is the 
test of faith and the triumph of religion. 


I. Two Prophets, vs. 15-19. In the verses 
preceding our lesson, Jesus had been speak- 
ing of the straitened way (7: 13, 14). It 


is the way of the Beatitudes’ and of the © 


Golden Rule which leads men and nations 
to blessédness. But it is ‘‘straitened,’’ 
unlike the broad way that leads to destruc- 
tion. The Master knew its glories, but He 
also understood its difficulties. Men must 
begin their pilgrimage upon this straitened 
way by passing through the narrow gato 
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of repentance, and they can only maintain 
their course on it by a constant struggle 
against sin. But it leads those who tread 
it unto eternal life. We need to recall its 
glories, lest we grow faint. But we need 
also to remember its defficulties, lest we 
grow languid and eareless. 

Since the way that leads to the ideal life 
is hard_to find and difficult to keep, it is 
important to seek teachers that know the 
way and can help the pilgrim in his quest. 
Therefore Jesus warned His disciples 
against false teachers. ‘‘Beware of false 
prophets who come to you in sheep’s cloth- 
ing, but inwardly they are ravening 
wolves.’’ 


It is noteworthy that Jesus’ warning is 
directed against prophets, and not against 
priests. It suggests the truth that the 
prophet ranks above the priest in the king- 
dom founded by our Lord. Even in His 
day the priests exercised but little influ- 
ence upon the masses of the people. They 
performed their perfunctory rites within 
the temple, but outside its sacred precincts 
the scribes ruled the teachers of the peo- 
ple, who were their real leaders.. And to 
the spiritual descendants of these scribes, 
to the teachers and preachers, Jesus com- 
mitted the extension of His kingdom. 
Hence we are not much concerned about 
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the credentials of priests. They play no 
essential part in our Christian life. But 
it is of the greatest importance for us to 
know how to test prophets; to unmask 
false prophets and to recognize true 
prophets, whom God has commissioned to 
speak for Him and who can lead us through 
the narrow gate and by the straitened way 
unto eternal life, 


The simple and searching test, given by 
Jesus, is, ‘‘By their fruits ye shall know 
them.’’ The test of a true prophet is good- 
ness. He practices what he preaches. He 
himself obeys the truth which he pro, 
claims. Only those who themselves are pil- 
grims on the straitened way can safely 
guide those seeking the narrow gate. This, 
of course, is not the only requisite for spir- 
itual leadership. Jesus does not say that 
all good men are true prophets, though 
something might even be said for that. 
But other qualities are needed to fit a good 
man for the prophetic office. Yet without 
simple goodness, without sincere obedience, 
the finest natural endowments and the rip- 
est training are insufficient and inefficient. 

And what is true of teachers, applies also 
to teachings. Systems of doctrine, ancient 
and modern, may be tested by Christ’s rule, 
‘*By their fruits ye shall know them.’’ Do 
they make men loyal and obedient to 
God? Do they make for righteousness? 
Do they promote the kingdom of God 
among men? That is the supreme test of 
the truths which men proclaim. And by 
that test we claim supremacy for Jesus 
Christ among all the religious teachers of 
mankind, and finality for His Gospel among 
all other teachings. The fruit of His re- 
ligion is still far from its full maturity 
to-day. It burgeons and blossoms every- 
where, but it is ripe nowhere. Yet, even 
so, Christ and His Gospel have done more 
for mankind than all other religions com- 
bined. And what we see to-day is merely 
a foretaste of what shall be when all the 
kingdoms of this world shall be in subjec- 
tion to Christ. 

II..Two Disciples, vs. 20-23. While it is 
important to test prophets, it is even more 
important for each Christian to test his 
Own genuineness. There is less danger of 
being led astray by false prophets, than of 
straying into a false discipleship. Here, 
also, Jesus has given us a test. It is as 
simple and searching as that of a prophet, 
and practically like it. ‘‘He that doeth 
the will of my Father who is in heaven 
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven.’’ 


This is not an intellectual test. Knowl- 
edge does not determine discipleship. Our 
ready assent to orthodoxy and our indig- 
nant protests against heresy are not sure 
tokens that we ‘are followers of Jesus. We 
may call Him, ‘‘Lord, Lord,’’ and yet miss 
eternal life. Likewise, it is not an institu: 
tional test. A man may live and die in 
the Christian ‘Church, and regard himself 
as a member in good standing, only to be 
excluded, at last, from membership in the 
kingdom of heaven. Mere churchmanship 
is no index of true discipleship. Nor is 
the test emotional. It is not our feelings, 
our emotions and aspirations, that correct- 
ly indicate our attitude to Christ. Rap- 
tures and ecstatic experiences are not es- 
sential to Christian faith, and form no 
trustworthy Christian evidence. The true 
disciple, doubtless, will have strong doc- 
trinal convictions, he will be a devoted 
member of the Church, and his heart will 
know peace and joy. But, according to 
Jesus, the only test of true discipleship 
is ‘‘doing the will of the Father in heay- 
en.’? We have ng right to amend or to 
supercede this supreme test. Before the 
last tribunal all our certificates of mem- 
bership and all our sentences of excom- 
munication will be reviewed, and some of 
them reversed, by our Master. 

III.. Two Builders, vs. 24-27, Jesus clos- 
ed His great sermon with the parable of 
the wise and foolish builders. He drew a 


vivid picture of the wise builder, whose 
house was built upon the rock. It was 
tested by flood, wind, and rain; but it did 
not fall. The foolish builder erected his 
house upon the sand. When the elements 
smote upon it, it fell. And great was the 
fall thereof. 

Jesus Himself explains this parable. The 
wise builder is the doer of His words; and 
the foolish one, the hearer only. He who 
hears and does the word of God builds a 
character that will stand the test of time 
and eternity. Temptation, affliction, and 
death may assail him, but they cannot 
destroy him. But he who hears the Mas- 
ter’s words, and does them not, builds a 
house that will collapse when the testing 
time comes. Temptation will undermine his 
character, affliction will weaken it, sin 
will destroy it. 

There are some men who openly reject 
the teaching of Jesus, and many who make 
it the supreme rule of life. But there is a 
large group who do neither. They hear 
much preaching, but they make no earnest 
efforts to translate it into practice. They 
should ponder the parable of the two build- 
ers. Jesus demands the tribute of deed, 
no less than the incense of creed. 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D. D. 


June 8th—Conditions Necessary for World- 
Peace. (Mic. 4: 1-5) 


The recent World War has created in the 
hearts of men everywhere a fresh desire 
for world-peace. The nations have been 
sitting around the peace-table and the 
peace-makers have been laying down condi- 
tions whereby the world may enter upon 
a new era of peace and good-will. The 
conditions which have been stipulated by 
the Peace Conference are by no means sat- 
isfactory to all parties interested and in- 
volved. Of course, this was to be expected. 
The terms of peace formulated by human 


minds and ingenuity are not ideal, but- 


there are conditions of world-peace which 
would justify us to accept an universal 
and lasting peace upon the earth. 


The Bible gives us the only ground upon 


which a true and lasting world-peace can 
be founded. The prophets foresaw this, 
Christ announced it, and the Christian 
Church has had it as its ideal through all 
the years. The prophet Micah in that won- 
derful portrayal of ideal conditions in the 
latter days draws for us a picture of uni- 
versal peace. He foresaw a Golden Age, 
an era of good-will to all mankind. Let 
us analyze this picture for a moment. 
First, notice the emphasis 
places, upon the spiritual. ‘‘The mountain 
of the Lord’s house shall be established in 
the top of the mountains and it shall be 
exalted above the hills.’?’ He exalts the 
spiritual. ‘There can be no peace apart 
from this. Probably the most serious de- 
fect in the present peace terms and the 
League of Nations is the fact that the ele- 
ment of religion is wanting. There has 
been no expressed recognition of the fact 
that ‘Christianity forms the basis of proper 
relationship between men and nations the 
world over. Nor is there a recognition of 
the fact that the principles of love and 
brotherhood and democracy are the direct 
products of the religion of Jesus Christ. 
So, when the prophet puts ‘‘the mountain 
of the Lord’s house’’ above the hills, he 
makes the spiritual to over-top everything 
and sets it in its proper place. The re- 
ligion of Jesus Christ not only establishes 
proper relations between man and God, 
but also between man and his brother. No 
other basis is secure. A world-peace can 
come only when men everywhere through- 
out the world are filled with a spirit of 
good-will and love towards each othe 
Now, it is the mission of the Church to 


create and establish this very thing. The — 
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Church is'in the world as a witness to a 

great body of facts concerning our relig- 
ion; and if the Church is exalted and be- 
‘comes a true witness to the love of God 
that will produce love in the hearts of 
men towards each other. As she bears wit- 
ness to the justice of God, the consciousness 
of that fact will produce just and right 
relations among men. As she bears wit- 
ness to the wisdom of God the conscious- 
4 ness of that will clear men’s judgment and 

"4 open their eyes to their duties and obliga- 

= tions towards each other. We cannot ex- 

_——s peet very much better conditions in the 
= world without a great emphasis upon re- 
ligion and the Church of Jesus Christ. Let 
: us put the spiritual above the material; 
~~ the house of the Lord above the house of 
= buisness and pleasure and profit. Let it 
be exalted above the hills. Let the law 
go forth out of Zion tempered with truth 
and justice and love. 

Second, the unifying of the nations. 
‘*And many nations shall go and say: 
come ye, let us go up to the mountain of 
the Lord and to the house of the God of 
Jacob and He will teach us of His ways 
and we will walk in His paths.’’ The spir- 
itual is always unifying; the material is 
divisive. Business and pleasure and all 
worldly affairs tend to divide the thoughts 
and life of the people. Each will go for- 

ward on his own responsibility and in his 
os own way, but when a common bond of love 
and sympathy and brotherhood binds them 
together, they will feel a sense of unity 
which cannot be easily disturbed. Com- 
petition in trade and commerce set selfish 
standards for the nations. Christianity, em- 
_phasizing service and brotherhood, sets un- 
selfish standards which guarantee peace 
and good-will. ; oe 
- Third, a spirit of construction rather 
an destruction. ‘‘They shall beat their 
swords into plowshares and their spears 
into pruning-hooks.’’ As long as nations 
are using their wealth and material to con- 
struct implements of war and destruction, 
and are training their manhood to wield 
these implements of warfare, so long world- 
peace cannot be secured. When, however, 
the powers of man are employed in behalf 
of things that help and uplift mankind, 
that are of a positive, constructive char- 
acter and add something to the sum total 
of the world’s resources, furnishing bread 
id harvests and plenty for all, then we 
may expect a better condition of things. 
= Men’s efforts need to be employed not to 
- destroy, but to build up. 
- Fourth, social justice. ‘‘Every man 
hall sit ‘under his vine and under his fig- 
and none shall make him afraid.’’ 
e the prophet touches the elements of 
social justice and righteousness which must 
prevail if we are to have a world-peace. 
There must be equal rights for mankind. 
ery man must have a right to that which 
gs to him. He must have his own 
and figtree. He must not be the vas- 
slave of anyone else. What is true 
individuals is likewise true of nations. 
He must have the fruit of his labors and 
en the reward of his services, and then 
tout be the sense of safety and se- 
atiris unpleasant to be forever 


Panilies or nations. We mnst have the 
of contentment and none shall make 
fraid. a is when conditions of this 


shall have a peace throughout the world 
hat will be permanent and acceptable to 

f us hope that in some way our 
makers gone’ will move along these 
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from Mrs. ‘Curtis, I spent an entire day 
in May at my Alma Mater with pleasure 
and great profit. On first entering the 
grounds, you are impressed with the fine 
location, lovely surroundings and healthful 
environment. Nature was at its best and 
I recalled the fitting words of Wordsworth: 


*‘One impulse from a_ vernal 
May teach you more of man, 

Of moral evil and of good, 
Than all the sages can.’’ 


wood 


Once inside the building, I visited al- 
most every department at work. Having 
attended different functions and commence- 
ments, I was favorably impressed. But 
there is a vast difference in results ob- 
tained when you see the school at work. 
Mrs. Curtis met me at the door and we 
at onee proceeded to the Dietz Hall, where 
chapel services were held, and all was quiet 
within while the heart communed with 
and praised the triune God. 


The schedule of the day was then begun. 
With the primaries I experienced joy ‘and 
satisfaction. A strong intellectual and 
Christian foundation is being laid. Oh! 
What a privilege even little children have 
in such a strong environment. 

Following the curriculum I chose some 
preparatory work and also the courses as 
prescribed for the college course, which 
leads to B. A. and B. §. degrees. The 
work done is very thorough, the ability of 
the teachers is unquestioned, coupled with 
strong Christian character, working to- 
gether most beautifully in harmony, unity, 
co-operation and love. The fine demeanor 
of the pupils, their attitude toward study, 
toward-recreation, toward one another and 
their tutors is very commendable. We 
know that others have a right to expect 
something to differentiate us, since we bear 
the name commonly given us, ‘‘a Church 
school, ’? 


Lest I forget, will you write for a cata- 
logue, addressing Dr. Wm. F. Curtis, 
Cedar Crest, Allentown, Pa.? From it you 
will learn more about this school. For- 
tunate indeed are we in having as our 
head Dr. Curtis, an educator, a man of 
broad vision and eulture, a true gentleman, 
possessed with an impressive personality, 
and many spiritual qualities, all fitting 
him to be its worthy head. This ‘‘ Young 
Lochimvar Come out of the West,’’ eleven 
years ago, as successor to my sainted father 
who for one year held the reins tightly 
while the Board earnestly and prayerfully 
sought a permanent leader, has been blessed 
abundantly. By his marvelous courage, un- 
daunted faith and untiring efforts, he and 
his co-workers, his “friends, the Board and 
the Church at large, have today made this 


school such as you can truly feel proud of, 


ranking it as a high-grade college. Let 
us be loyal, in whatever way you can show 
it best, whether by word, deed or in a 
pecuniary way. Let us pray for her, speak 
for her. Will you do it? Will you send 
your daughters? They are well cared for, 
socially, mentally, morally, intellectually, 
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and above all, spiritually. 

The school has a right to be proud of 
its Y. W. C. A., its Bible courses and 
mission study classes. ‘‘Fitted for ser- 


, 


vice’? may be used as a slogan for our 
school. The girls are fitted for life’s prob- 
lems, its task, its difficulties; yes, its 


realities. Four have entered distinct mis- 
sionary service.ia recent years. Anyone 
conversant with the history of our institu- 
tion knows that it was founded on a com- 
prehensive idea of culture. It aims at the 
development of woman as a whole and the 
Christian as its true ideal. 

Our school has the right ring and right 
trend for all true methods in educational 
movements. A grand heritage is ours. We 
rejoice it has such a bright outlook and 
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such auspicious opportunities. Here hu- 
manity is placed on its highest level. Will 
you enroll? Enroll soon. It also has its 
‘thome’’ qualities since Mrs. ‘Curtis, pos- 
sessed of endearing and motherly traits, 
tries as far as possible to take the place 
of a mother, absent from her daughter. 

In closing may I ask you, dear reader, 
to place confidence in our school. Seek 
here Christian culture which is always the 
secret of true success. Long live our 
Alma Mater! I trust I have at least par- 
tially answered your query, ‘‘Cui bonum— 
Of what good?’’ ‘To all similar institu- 
tions we send greetings and best wishes. 


Mayme Celesta Schoedler.. 
Allentown, Pa. 


The National Service Commission Headquarters 


Rev. W. Stuart Cramer, Lancaster, Pa. 


Our Heroes—The response to the request 
of the pastors throughout the Church for 
the names of the men who made the su- 
preme sacrifice in the war reveals the 
fact to date that 315 Reformed men paid 
the great price for democracy. There are 
still many pastors to hear from, who have 
gold stars in their service flag. We hope 
they will send in the necessary informa- 
tion, so that we may be able to send them 
the memorial tracts that will soon be ready 
for their distribution to the parents of 
those who have died in the service. It is 
also our intention to publish our list of 
fallen heroes in the ‘Church papers as soon 
as it is completed. See that your boys are 
recorded. 

* * *% 

Memorial—The congregations that  re- 
sponded so willingly to the appeal to the 
War Emergency Campaign will be glad to 
learn that the National Service Commis- 
sion has decided to appropriate 25,000 of 
the 75,000 dollars given for the relief of 
the Churches in France and Belgium to the 
re-establishment of either a demolished 
Church or orphanage in France as a memo- 
rial to the Reformed boys who died in the 
service with an appropriate tablet placed 
thereon. The other $50,000 will be dis- 
bursed by the committee in charge of the 
general work. Dr. James I. Good is now 
on his way to France and will give sev- 
eral weeks of his time in selecting a suit- 
able place for our memorial. 

* * * 


Ministers Wanted—The pastors of the 
Church will receive in the near future a 
package of the latest literature in pamphlet 
form on the general subject of recruiting 
for the ministry and Christian service. 
They will be sent with the compliments 
of the National Service Commission, with 
the request that the pastors use the pam- 
phlets in enlisting desirable young men in 
their parish as students for the ministry. 

* * * 


Money for Students—The National 
Service Commission at its last meeting in 
Cleveland, Ohio, decided to offer to help 
any returned soldier or sailor to prepare 
for the ministry if he is properly recom- 
mended by pastor and Classis. This offer 
is made with the belief that there are 
some good young men returning from the 
army and navy who will want to take up 


Stoner’s Business School 


A high-grade, thorough, Business Training School. 
None better. Up-to-the-minute courses. Individual 
instruction. Enter any time. Open entire year. 
Noted for unusual success of graduates. You should 
see our catalog. Send for it NOW. 


439 Penn Street - Reading, Pa. 


the ministry as a life calling. The offer 
apples to those who for whatever reason 
may not be able to receive the help of the 
Board of Education for the ministry of 
our Church. 

* * * 


Home Again—Reyv. W. Stuart Cramer, 
the Executive Secretary of the Commis- 
sion, concluded his work with the general 
war-time Commission of the Churches in 
New York City, May 7th, when the final 
formal report of this ‘Commission was 
made to the Federal Council in Cleveland, 
Ohio. He has now resumed his usual du- 
ties as pastor of the First Reformed 
Church, having preached his first sermons, 
May 11th, to large and appreciative audi- 
ences. He is glad the strain is relieved un- 
der which he has been laboring, and to be 
back to his post again, and most grateful 
for the welcome that awaited his return on 
the part of his people. 


THE PRESENT STATUS OF THE 
INTERCHURCH WORLD MOVEMENT 


The first national Interboard Conference 
of the Interchurch World Movement in 
which nearly 500 representatives of almost 
two hundred separate denominational and 
interdenominational, missionary, educa- 
tional and benevolent boards participated, 
met in Cleveland, Ohio, April 30, May 1, 
1919. Seventy-six different denominations 
were represented. The Conference was 
called in order that the present plans of 
the Interchurch Movement might be laid 
before the delegates for advice and coun- 
sel. These plans were fully discussed and 
conclusions were reached of a character 
to permit a fairly definite statement as to 
just where the Interchurch World Move- 
ment stands today. 

First in its program is the proposal for 
a complete survey of the missionary and 
benevolent work and responsibility of the 
American Protestant Churches, both at 
home and abroad. The object of the sur- 
vey will show exactly the preparedness, 
or unpreparedness, of the Church as a 
whole and the denominations individually, 
to grapple adequately with their whole 
task. The survey will include an examina- 
tion both of the work now being done or 
contemplated and also the unoccupied fields 
both at home and abroad for which the 
Church has a definite responsibility. 

The home survey will fall naturally into 
the divisions in which the various denom- 
inations are accustomed to regard their 
work. The comprehensiveness of this sur- 


vey made be grasped by quoting from the — 


report of the Committee on Findings which 
formally expressed the 
Conference to the plan: 


. Open to both sexes. 


approval of the 
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Educational Column 


Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. 


This is the oldest of the educational institutions 
of the Reformed Church. It is conducted -by the 
three (English) Eastern Synods. The Professo 
members of the Board of Visitors and members o 
the Board of Trustees are elected by the Synods. 
It provides a course of three years. It has a 
faculty of eight Professors and Instructors. It also 
offers a post-graduate course of two years, leading 
ie the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 
ree, 

For catalogue or information address the President 

REV. JOHN C. BOWMAN, D. D., 
Lancaster, Pa, 


Central Theological Seminary of the 
Reformed Church, Dayton, Ohio 

Union of Heidelberg and Ursinus Theological hi 
Seminaries. Eight Professors, including the Teacher 
of Elocution. Presents: (1) Undergraduate; (2) h 
Special and Partial, and (3) Graduate Courses of 7 
Study. Tuition free. , 

For further information address, 
HENRY J. CHRISTMAN, President, Dayton, O. 
RM es ee ee a 
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The Mercersburg Academy at ; % 
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Thorough instruction; college preparatory work : 
‘being especially successful. Personal interest 
taken in each boy, the aim being to inspire } 
every pupil the lofty ideals of thorough scholar- \ 
sound judgment and — 


ship, broad attainments, d 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and further pay . 
information, address ; 
WILLIAM MANN IRVINE, Ph. D., President, 8 
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‘*We understand that these surveys will 
% not only cover those fields commonly classi- 
# fied as ‘missionary,’ but will include all 
- evangelistic effort: the religious nurture 
a of children; the enlistment and special 


preparation of youth for Life Service; the 
: educational system of the Churches at home 
: and abroad—general, theological, voca- 
x tional and professional; philanthropic in- 
. stitutions—hospitals, orphanages, asylunis 
ys and child welfare agencies; the means for 
the support of the ministry in retirement, 
. as well as in active service; and the con- 
tribution of the ‘Church to the solution of 
the definite social and industrial problems 
of the new day of readjustment and re- 
construction. ’’ 
The foreign survey ‘will include the 


¥ total responsibility of the American Prot- 
: estant Churches for the entire world. The 
: _ plans of both surveys are already approved 
¥ and the work is under way. It is expected 
os, that these surveys will be the basis of 
Ti, the entire Interchurch World Movement 


te program. They will make available for 
“me the first time in the history of Protestant- 


ism a sufficient amount of coordinated in- 
formation to provide the basis for an ade- 
~~ « quate comprehension of the size and the 
difficulties of the Christian task, both as 


a problem in administration, and in the 
education of the Protestant constituency. 
a: Second only to the surveys in importance 
in the Interchurch program is a plan of 
2 simultaneous education and organization 
___ of the denominations and their constituen- 
---—s- eies associated in the Interchurch World 
_ +Movement. By means of every available 

educational facility American Protestant- 
- ism will be presented, according to a uni- 
3 oh fied plan of campaign, with the exact facts 

“with reference to its national and world 
- responsibility. 

Upon the information which the surveys 
supply, a world program will be recon- 
structed. This program will consist of the 
separate national and world programs of 
the associated denominations so related to 
one another that unity of effort and of 
presentation to the ‘Churches may be 
achieved. It will be possible not only for 
every individual Church to know what its 
own part is in the program, but also to 


Church. In view of the vast complexity 
of the problems to be studied and the vast 
_ distances involved, as well as for tho sake 
of systematized. effort, the program will be 
built not on the basis ‘of a single spasinodic 
effort for the immediate lifting of the 
work of the Christian Church to its max- 
imum high level, but on a five-year basis. 
This will permit of the gradual setting up 
of the program with a view to efficiency 
and permanence. It is contemplated that 
at the end of the five-year-old period the 
Church ought to have reached a plan of ef- 
fort which is adequate to the eventual ac- 
-complishment of the Church’s full duty. 
Just as the world program will be 
planned on a broad base, so’ the Inter- 
church World Movement will be prepared 
___ to function through a five-year-old period, 
if that shall be the ultimate decision, of 
_ which there is little doubt. In any event 
the Movement eonstitutes a strong co-oper- 
ative effort of the American Protestant 
Churches, both to educate their constitu- 
ey to the duties of the new world, and 
extend the work according to a unified 
oa effective plan. 
ne of the most important objects of 
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know what is the part of every other 


.Stimulate an adequate enlistment of men 


and women in the service of Christ, not 
only to meet the present pressing needs 
for Christian workers, but also to under- 
take the new obligations which any com- 
plete survey of the task of the Church 
will reveal. This campaign also will be 
unified with a view to the systematic and 
carefully directed presentation to the 
Christian young people of the nation of 
the unlimited opportunities for Life Ser- 
vice with its attendant blessings. 


In a similar way the work of the Sunday 
Schools, of religious education in general 
and all the benevolent responsibilities of 
the ‘Church, will be surveyed and presented 
as a part of an adequate world program. 

The Findings Committee of the Inter- 
church Conference made a statement with 
reference to the general nature of the 
Interchurch World Movement which, in the 
light of the above plans, will bear care- 
ful serutiny: * 

‘““To meet the natural and proper in- 
quiries of our Churches as to the char- 
acter and purpose of the Movement, we 
deem it wise to state: that the Interchurch 
World Movement, be a co-operative effort 
of the missionary, educational, and other 
benevolent agencies of the evangelical 
Churches of United States and Canada to 
secure the necessary resources of men and 
money and power required for these tasks; 
that it is a spiritual undertaking of sur- 
vey, education and inspiration; that it is 
an instrumentality of co-operation and co- 
ordination of administrative agencies, de- 
signed to serve, not to supplant them, It 
is this positive character of the Movement 
that we desire to exalt. At the same time, 
to prevent misapprehension, we affirm our 
definite understanding that this is not an 
ecclesiastical movement nor an effort at 
organic Church union. It will not disturb 
the autonomy or interfere with the ad- 
ministration Of any (Church or board. 
Neither will it undertake to administer or 
to expand funds for any purpose beyond 
its own proper administrative expenses. It 
has a definite and temporary mission. It 
will not duplicate or conflict with other 
denominational agencies. It does not as- 
sume responsibility or authority in ques- 
tions of Church or missionary policy, rec- 
ognizing that these belong to the co-oper- 
ating agencies and organizations.’’ 

The world program thus worked out on 
the basis of accurate surveys of the need 
should eventuate in a unified financial 
campaign in which all of the associated 
denominations and benevolent boards will 
join in a simultaneous presentation of the 
needs of the work, to be followed by a 
united simultaneous financial campaign to 
secure the funds necessary to underwrite 
the new program. 

Most important of all in the present 
proposed program of the Interchurch World 
Movement is the plan for unified evangel- 
istic effort to accompany the call for Life 
Service and the presentation of the plans 
of the world program. There is being 
planned the most tremendous intensive 
spiritual cultivation of the various Chris- 
tion Churches working together according 
to a unified plan which Protestantism 
has ever seen. The Interchurch World 
Movement is, therefore, in harmony with 
the several denominational special programs 
now being launched, a spiritual movement 
of tremendous vitality. Great emphasis 
will be placed upon the development of 
prayer life of the Church and upon the 
enlistment of a great army of intercessors. 

Nothing so vast in the way of unified 
Christian effort has ever before been 
planned, much less undertaken. The issues 
of the war, more particularly the issues of 
peace, and the general conviction which 
found expression again and again in the 
addresses and in the discussion at Cleve- 
land, point, however, to such new spiritual 
hunger within the American Church and as 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 

Send your roder NOW for Mrs. Gutge- 
sell’s Christmas Novelty Gift Book. They 
are made up during the summer months 
and consist of many beautiful Christmas 
cards, Seals and inexpensive Christmas 
gifts, neatly arranged in attractive sample 
books. 


This plan makes it possible for Church 
organizations to raise money for their work 
in a neasy way. No investment, pleasant 
work and splendid profits. 

For information and testimonials from 
clergymen and organizations, who have re- 
peatedly used the plan, address Mrs. A, A. 


Gutgesell, 402-406 Sixth avenue South, Min- 
neapolis, Minn. 
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such as a new desire for effective action 
that many of the difficulties seem already 
eliminated. Apathy is disappearing and 
there is an insistent desire throughout the 
nation that the American Christian come 
forward with a plan of leadership and with 
a program which will be adequate to the 
new day. 


THE GEORGE W. AND AGNES HOFF- 
MAN ORPHANAGE 


A Big Automobile Trip 


The superintendent takes many auto 
rides, but none of them are ‘‘joy rides.’’ 
We always go in the interests of the Or- 
phanage, and that is as much as we care 
for. Last night we completed a big trip of 
890 miles. In a heavy rain we started 
Saturday morning, May 10th, to Altoona 
via Lincoln Highway, through Gettysburg, 
Chambersburg, McConnellsburg, Everett, 
Bedford and Hollidaysburg to Altoona. 
Here we made four addresses on Sunday, in 
Christ Church, Trinity and Grace. Enthu- 
siastic interest was manifested here, al- 
though it is the farthest northwestern point 
in our territory. 

Retracing our ‘‘steps’’ to Holidaysburg, 
we went to the meeting of Juniata Classis 
at MecConnellstown via Huntingdon. Two 
pastors of Juniata Classis made application 
for the admission to the Orphanage of five” 
children, thus swelling our list of appli- 
eants to sixty-five. From McConnellstown 
we traveled to Fennittsburg via Everett 
and Ft. Loudon. After addressing Mer- 
cersburg Classis, we started for York, a dis- 
tance of 91 miles, but detours and other 
troubles interfered with our schedule. After 
we enjoyed a good supper in York we were 
permitted to address a mass meeting in 
Trinity First Reformed Church in behalf 
of Zion Classis’ drive for $20,000 to du- 
plicate Emmanuel Reformed ‘Church’s cot- 
tage for girls. Next morning we started 
on a 187-mile run to Virginia Classis at 
Timberville, Va. This Classis is very 
much interested in our Home and will mate- 
rially swell the funds necessary for our 
expansion. 


A rest of one day among our former 
parishioners in the Harrisville Charge pre- 
pared us for a splendid day of service in 
the interest of the Orphanage—on Sunday, 
May 18th, Fisher’s Hill in the morning, 
Harrisville in the afternoon, and Wood- 
stock at night. 

Monday morning we started for the 
Home. After a splendid run of 123 miles 
we pulled in at the Orphanage very much 
fatigued and a pile of letters needed at- 
tention. On account of this we missed 
the opening session of our Classis at 
McKnightstown. Here the brethren gave 
us the privilege to report immediately after 
the completion of their-organization. Then 
we started for Mechanicsburg via Carlisle. 
_After an address to Carlisle Classis we re- 
turned to McKnightstown to address Get- 
tysburg Classis in the evening. <A very 
heavy rain compelled us to remain until 
next day. Over muddy roads we skidded 
to Taneytown, Md., but from there on to 
Baust ‘Church the, splendid road permitted 
us to reach Maryland Classis on time. Wo 
are confident that this splendid Classis will 
aecept the orphans’ challenge for a big 
drive in behalf of the school house and 
give us a splendid memorial to the memory 
of the great men who labored for many 
years in Maryland. 

Then we returned to the Orphanage very 
tired and inuch mired. after an absence of 
eleven days, during which we motored 890 
miles. This morning we feel very much 
refreshed. 

During our absence the Board of Diree- 
tors awarded the contract for the erection 
of Emmanuel Cottage and the School House 
to Mr. O. H. Hostetter, of Hanover; hence ~ 
you know what is before us. 


to esi uc SES 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rey. W. F. More, A. M., Superintendent 


Help Needed 


We need helpers for three positions at 
Bethany. One of these we need at once, 
one we need in the fall, and one at any time 
between now and fall, when the one who 
fills the position temporarily will have to 
leave in order to teach school. 


The position that is vacant now is that 
of boys’ attendant or caretaker. This 
should be a person of good moral char- 
acter, fit to be a companion of our older ~ 
boys, and able to lead them in work and 
play, and thoroughly reliable, so that he 
can be depended upon to see to it that the 
wishes of the superintendent and the rules 
of the Home are carried out. He should 
be interested in the children and take pride 
in the neat and orderly appearance of the 
place. . 


The position that is temporarily filled at 
this time is that of assistant matron in 
Leinbach Cottage. The present occupant 
will stay a few months longer if. neces- 
sary, and we would be glad to have her~ 
continue with us if that were possible. 
But, as that cannot be, we must look for ~ 
someone to take her place when she must 
go. Her work is principally to prepare the 
food for the Leinbach Cottage family, and _ 
then also to assist in the general house- 
keeping. It requires a person of good 
health, a neat and efficient housekeeper and 
one who makes due account of the fact 
that the children belong to the Lord, who 
blesses the bread and tells his servants 
‘fgive ye them to eat.’? 


The position which will need to be filled 
in the fall is that of teacher in one of our 
schools. This position was filled very ac- 
ceptably this term by two of our girls, 
who made up for lack of experience by 
having been brought up in the Home, and 
thus knowing the needs of the children, 
the possibilities of our schools and the de- 
sires of the superintendent. We had hoped 
that this arrangement could be continued 
at least another year, but at this writing 
it looks as though this hope could not be 
realized. So we must be looking for some- 
body else. It should be a person of some 
experience, and, if possible, some normal 
training or its equivalent. Correspond- 
ence is invited. 


We trust that among those who will read 
this there will be those who will regard it 
as a call from the Lord and will respond at 
once, so that the space in the ‘‘Bethany’’ 
column can hereafter be devoted to other 
things. 


PHILADELPHIA CLASSIS 


Philadelphia ‘Classis met in annual | ses- 
sion in the First Church, Spring City, Pa., 
on Tuesday, May 20, 1919, at°7.45 P. M. 
In view of the continued illness of our re- 
tiring President, Rev. U. C. EH. Gutelius, 
the opening sermon was preached by Rev. 
J. Frank Bucher, missionary to China, from 
the text, Luke 5: 4. The inspiring account 
given of the Holy Spirit’s work in that 
heathen land helped us all to enjoy the — 
more fully the Holy Communion service, 
which immediately followed the address. 


Rev. William 8. Clapp, of Collegeville, was _ 


elected president of Classis and Elder Mil- 
ton Warner, vice-president. — ‘coms, 
The most inspiring thing in this eat hae 


of ‘Classis was the receiving of eight young 


men as students for the ministry; it was _ 
with a ringing vote that $2,000 was voted — 
for their support. 
and earnestly for this, and now that the — 
Lord of the harvest is sen 

reapers, ‘most gladly di 


Yost, U. C. E. Gutelius, J. M. Ev 


than that of last year. 


tion that we would have taken double that 
number of young men if they had come 
forward and offered themselves. This we 
are sure will be cheering news to 
Church at large. 


Slowly are we as a Classis coming to 
the point of the apportionment in full; 
this year it was ninety-two per cent. and 
a fraction, and the slogan for the new year 
is one hundred per cent. ‘This is only as it 
should have been long ago. Too many 
have been satisfied to do as~they easily 
could and with the unseriptural thought 


that the more money sent away from the — 


home Church the less will there be at home 
when the exact reverse of that is true. 
more we give the more we have. 


We were much helped and encouraged by 
the address given on Wednesday evening ~ 
by Rey. A. M. Boyd, one of the field secre- 
taries of the Presbyterian ‘Church in the 


New Era Movement. What splendid things 
they are doing! How the people are re- 


sponding to the challenge for large things 
We are — 
persuaded that our people will do the same 
thing when once we are -Teady to Jauneh 


in the extension of the Kingdom! 


the Forward Movement. 


The delegates to the next nicola 
General Synod are as follows: Revs. J. 
Good, C. B. Alspach, J. M. 8. Tsao 
C. Zartman, F. H. Fisher, D. BR: 
primarii; Revs. William 8. Capp, 
O’Boyle, S. L. Messinger, ©. F, Althous 
W. E. Kriebel, M. Sansom, secundi. 

‘Elders: Milton Warner, H. M. 
keeper, A. G. Grater, F. C. Brun 


S. Brandt, H. E. Hartman, primarii; pac : 
. C. Taylor, B. Frank Hartze Le 
Hs Mee Beers, O. Detwiler, B. A. Motager,.: 


Landis, W. 


secundi. 
While God in His loving mercy 8 
the lives of all the ministers of our 


of them have been afflicted. Rev 


Zartman and 8. R. Bridenbaugh w 
ill, and thus were not privileged to 
their pulpits for a longer or shorter pe 
of time. Brothers Yost and Gute 
still ill and are in need of our 
prayers. 
Next year Classis will observe its 
tennial and will have a suitable prog 
For that reason its sessions will be 
the historic First Reformed Chu 
Philadelphia. The time of the sessio 
be May 10. * 
“From the able and_ comp ia 
port of the Commiittee on the | 
Religion we take the following note 
encouragement: ‘‘Reference to | 1e s 
tical table shows a somewhat s 
ber of communicants enrolled the la 
year, due to large erasures of names n 
by several congregations; while to 
ber that communed is considerably 1a 
There ¢ 
gains in the number confirmed and j ip 
number of those received by renewal of 
profession. kdep Win BS as 
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We have prayed long” <p) > 
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Suggestive and Stimulating 
Religious Facts 


Out of the total population of 103,000,000 people there are in the United States 40,515,126 
communicants or members of some religious faith. As only 143,000 are members of Jewish bodies, 
practically all of these are in Christian organizations—some 15,000,000 Catholics and the remainder 
Protestant. Church population is usually more than twice the membership, so that this may be 
regarded as essentially a Christian ¢ountry, in which the religious forces are powerful. 


The educational system controlled by these forces is estimated as follows: 195,276 Sunday 
Schools with 19,951,675 pupils, about 7,500 Parochial Schools with 1,626,123 pupils (90 per cent. 
Catholic), 41 junior colleges, 395 four-year colleges and universities with a total attendance in 
1916-17 of approximately 120,000 students, and 164 schools of theology. 

In addition to these different grades of instruction there are many miscellaneous institutions 
conducted in part by Boards of Education and in part by Mission Boards. 


It is a fact, as the Federal Bureau of Education points out, that Church interests in educa- 
tion are not coherently related: There is comparatively little connection between the higher and 
lower branches of this system. Up to the present time the Sunday School has had only a slight 
relation to the Church preparatory school, college or seminary. A new movement has set in 
to make the Church college a place of training for Church and Sunday School leadership in addi- 
tion to preparing young men for the ministry. 


Experiments are being made to correlate Church and State education through the promotion 
of week-day religious instruction. Markeu success has been shown in Malden, Mass., and Gary, 
Ind. A movement similar in effect is the daily vacation Bible School project which has developed 
extensively during the past few years. The usual course is a daily session covering five weeks. 
Last year there were 700 schools in more than 100 centers with an attendance of 75,000 pupils. 


The past twenty-five years has witnessed a marked growth in Sunday Schools of our Reformed 
Church. The enrollment has more than doubied. 1,000 Cradle Rolls have been organized, more 
than 725 Home Departments, several thousand Organized Classes. Teacher Training has helped 
hundreds of schools. Last year there were 499 Teacher Training Classes with nearly 5,000 students. 


In the last twenty-five years 200 new schools have been organized. More than 1,100 schools 
helped with grants of literature. The Missionary Department of the Board organized sixty new 
schools. Hundreds of dollars have been spent in furnishing Hungarian literature. Many Field 
Workers have been engaged and Dr. C. A. Hauser, Educational Superintendent, has been greatly 
helpful over the entire Church. 


This immense educational and missionary work has been done at a trifling cost, less than 
$7,500 a year. It is to be remembered that the Business or Publication Department of the Board 
during this period (1897-1918), has appropriated $20,000 of its earnings to this work and rendered 
other services, measured in terms of dollars and cents, that would mean $10,000 additional. 


The call comes now for a great enlargement. $20,000 IS NEEDED THIS YEAR. Why 
not make a Silver Thank Offering in your congregation and school on Children’s Day? Ask for 
dimes, quarters, dollars, not pennies and nickels. LIBERTY AND VICTORY BONDS WOULD 


BE APPROPRIATE. 


In the next few years there will be the greatest religious educational development in the 
Sunday School, in COMMUNITY TRAINING SCHOOLS, and week-day religious schools the 
country has ever seen. 


Shall not our Reformed Church do its part? We can and we will. 
Let the ringing answer come in June, the month of flowers and 
children, the month of hope and good-will. 


Coa ak 


THE CHILD OF TO-DAY OW ieee 
THE WORLD OF T0-—-MORROvyv 


His Preparation Must Begin Now 


$20,000 ASKED ON 
CHILDREN’S DAY 


| By the General Synod in Support of “THE BOARD THAT CARES 
FOR THE CHILDREN” 


Let Every School Go Over the Top 


EVERY Make Up Your Mind to Do It NOx 
SCHOOL Fix The Amount and Get It SCHOOL 
WORKING Everybody Use The Envelope SHIRKING 


What You Do To-day Decides the To-morrow 


The Publication and Sunday School Board of the Reformed Church, 15th and Race Streets, Philadelphia 


